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Executive Summary
The Beartooth Highway Is a 68 mile travel corridor tha t reaches nearly 11,000 feet in elevation w ith 
sweeping vistas of snow-covered ridges, high plateau views, lakes and trails. A 54-mile segment o f the 
road is designated as the Beartooth All-American Road, one of only 31 All-American Roads highlighted as 
the most scenic byways in the United States. No visitor research had been conducted on the Beartooth 
Highway, therefore, the overall purpose o f this report was to  investigate traveler characteristics on the 
Beartooth highway including demographics, residency, activities, image, and travel patterns in the 
region w ith the gateway communities o f Red Lodge and Cooke City, MT and Cody, WY.
Data was collected from  May 31^* through the end o f September, 2012 at the three entry locations to 
the Beartooth Highway. A to ta l of 4,267 nonresidents and 485 residents of the local counties were 
intercepted. Of the nonresidents given a fo llow up survey, 1,473 mailbacks were returned (45% 
response rate).
From May 31  September 30*^ to ta l tra ffic  on the Beartooth highway was 178,904 vehicles. 
Nonresidents represented 91% of to ta l traffic: 76,147 through YNP NE entrance; 57,727 from  Red 
Lodge; 28,391 from  WY highway 296.
Visitors came from all 50 states (81% o f visitors), 7 Canadian provinces (3% of visitors), and 30 
foreign countries (5% of visitors w ith  England and Germany the highest numbers).
32 percent o f visitors primarily traveled the highway because it is a federally designated scenic 
byway, higher than any other reason fo r traveling the Beartooth. 54% o f all visitors responded that 
the Beartooth Highway was a main destination.
On average, nonresident visitors spent 2 nights in the Beartooth Region including Red Lodge, MT, 
Cooke City/Silver Gate, MT, Cody, WY and along the highway itself.
49 percent o f the visitors also spent a night in Yellowstone; 27% spent a night in Billings; 25% spent 
a night in West Yellowstone and 25% spent a night in Jackson, WY.
44 percent o f nonresidents were traveling the Beartooth Highway fo r the ir firs t time.
Scenic driving (84%), nature photography (61%), and w ild life  watching (58%) were the most 
common activities along the Beartooth Highway. Repeat visitors were more likely to  be w ildlife 
watching, day hiking, camping, birding, and fishing than first tim e visitors.
The most frequently reported visitor motivations fo r traveling the Beartooth Highway focused 
around the scenic beauty, natural surroundings, and open space.
The physical attributes o f the highway generally received high marks however visitors were least 
agreeable to  the statement tha t there were good interpretive signage.
Emotive responses to  traveling the highway show tha t first tim e visitors were more reserved, 
nervous, stressed, and afraid than repeat visitors.
The Beartooth Highway gateway communities are perceived in a positive light w ith Cody, WY 
receiving the highest marks o f the three communities fo r image and beliefs about the community. 
Resident travel made up 10 percent o f the to ta l intercepts. Residents stated tha t they travel the 
highway on average 17 times per year.
This study suggests tha t visitors perceive the Beartooth Region as more o f a destination than a travel 
route to  Yellowstone National Park. Continued and enhanced collaboration and funding between 
gateway communities, YNP, the forest service and the highway departments w ill ensure success o f the 
highway as an economic contributor to  the region and to  help preserve the ecosystem fo r the future.
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Introduction
The purpose of this study was to  assess the economic Impact, traveler characteristic, and destination 
Image of the Beartooth Highway and gateway communities o f Red Lodge, MT, Cooke City, MT and Cody, 
WY. Data was collected from visitors along the Beartooth Highway during the sampling period of May 
31^*, 2012 to  September 21 *̂, 2012. Subsequent results are only from data collected during the summer 
season. A separate w in ter portion of the study will represent data from  December 15th, 2012 through 
March 15,2013.
Methods
This project employed a single method fo r data collection. Starting on May 31, 2012, visitors were 
Intercepted along the Beartooth Highway (US 212) and asked to  participate In a survey about the ir travel 
along the Beartooth Highway. Visitors were segmented based on the ir permanent residency and asked a 
short set o f questions regarding the ir travels.
Visitors were surveyed at 3 locations along the Beartooth Highway: the northeast entrance of 
Yellowstone National Park, Rock Creek Vista Point (20 miles south o f Red Lodge), and on the Chief 
Joseph Highway (3 miles south of WY 296 & US 212 junction) (Figure 1). Survey locations were chosen 
based on the ir classification as an exit of the Beartooth Highway. Sampling periods consisted of four day 
intervals every tw o weeks. Two week Intervals were used to  avoid intercepting visitors more than once.
Figure 1: Intercept sites
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When Intercepted, travelers were asked to  state the ir permanent residency. Residents (travelers 
residing In Park County or Carbon County, MT or Park County, WY) were asked five questions and 
allowed to  proceed on the ir way. The remaining travelers (nonresidents of the three counties) were 
asked seven questions and given a mail back questionnaire w ith  various questions regarding trip
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expenditures, perceived destination image, recreation experience, and visitor characteristics. A to ta l of 
4,772 travelers were surveyed along the highway. Of the to ta l travelers surveyed, 3,251 mail back 
questionnaires were handed out to  nonresident travelers and 1,473 completed and returned the 
questionnaire (45% response rate).
Results
The results are presented in tw o sections. The firs t section represents results o f the five to  seven 
intercept questions asked of the 4,772 travelers. The to ta l visitation number along the Beartooth 
Highway is generated from  these intercept questions, and the numbers generated from  the Montana 
and Wyoming Departments of Transportation, as well as Yellowstone National Park northeast entrance 
counts. Responses from both residents o f the area and nonresidents are included in this section.
The second section represents results o f the longer and more detailed mail back survey. This section 
includes an overview of the demographics, tr ip  characteristics of respondents including activities and 
motivations fo r traveling the Beartooth, destination image results, gateway community image, and an 
analysis of the open ended visitor comments. Throughout this section the results are given in three 
segments: 1) All travelers; 2) First tim e visitors to  the Beartooth Highway (BTH); 3) Repeat visitors to  the 
Beartooth.
SECTION 1: Intercept Survey Results
This section provides the results of the 5 7 questions answered by all intercepted travelers. It 
represents 485 residents of the three local counties (Carbon and Park Counties, Montana and Park 
County, Wyoming). Results represent 3,869 residents of the United States, 156 residents of Canada, and 
258 other foreign visitors (Table 1).
To estimate the nonresident proportion o f tra ffic  along the Beartooth Highway, both highway counts 
and actual proportion counts were used. Traffic counters from  the northeast Yellowstone entrance 
gate, the Montana DOT tra ffic  counter at the Beartooth Pass, and a tra ffic  counter set up near the 
junction of W yoming 296 and US 12 were used fo r a full tra ffic  count. Surveyors recorded the ratio of 
nonresidents to  residents during the sampling days. This ratio was applied to  the fu ll tra ffic  numbers to  
generate the nonresident portion o f tra ffic  on the Beartooth Highway (Table 1 3).
Table 1: Northeast Gate of Yellowstone National Park Traffie Connts and Nonresident Proportions
Total Monthly Traffic 16,003 23,504 22,598 17,719 79,824
Average Daily Traffic 533 758 729 591 653
Northeast Gate Nonresident Total 14,899 22,658 21,739 16,851 76,147
Northeast Gate Nonresident 
Percentage of all traffic
93% 96% 96% 95% 95%
-
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Table 2: W Y 296 Traffic Counts and Nonresident Proportions
Total Monthly Traffic 7,650 10,835 10,370 6,300 35,154
Average Daily Traffic 255 350 335 210 287
WY 296 Nonresident Proportion 
Total
6,189 8,288 8,389 5,525 28,391
WY 296 Nonresident proportion 
Percentage of all traffic
80% 77% 81% 88% 82%
Table 3: Red LodgeA^ista Point Traffie Connt and Nonresident Proportion
Total Monthly Traffic Count 12,915 21,359 18,492 11,160 63,926
Average Daily Traffic 431 689 597 372 522
Red Lodge Nonresident Proportion 
Total
10,849 19,010 17,345 10,524 57,727
Red Lodge Nonresident proportion 
Percentage of all traffic
84% 89% 94% 94% 90%
Table 4 shows the residence breakdown o f visitors along the beartooth highway. Visitors came from al 
50 states, 7 Canadian provinces, and 30 foreign countries.
Table 4: Residence of Visitors on tbe Beartootb Highway
Locals (Park County, WY; Park County, MT; Carbon County, 
MT
485 10%
United States 3,869 81%
Foreign (other than Canada) 258 5%
Canada 156 3%
^Four cases were labeled as missing data.
Nonresident Visitors
Figure 1 shows where the largest group o f visitors were from  who traveled the highway. A full list of 
residences is provided in Appendix C.
Figure 1: Residence of Beartooth Highway Visitors (highest representation)
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3% }■ V WCfrwjainSouĴ DflKiWa
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Foreign countries represented:
England (69), Germany (35), Netherlands (28), 
Australia (24), France (17), Switzerland (16), 
Italy (12), Belgium (10), China (9), Sweden (7), 
New Zealand (5). < 5 from each of the 
following: Austria, Bermuda, Chile, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland, Israel, 
Japan, Korea, Latvia, Mexico, Scotland, 
Slovenia, Slovkia, South Africa, Spain, Taiwan.
On average, nonresidents had 2.36 people in the ir group and spent almost tw o nights in the Beartooth 
Region (Table 5). They were more likely to  enter the Beartooth Highway via Red Lodge or Yellowstone s 
northeast exit and travel by car, truck or motorcycle (Tables 6 & 7).
Tahle 5: Nonresident Group Size and Nights Spent in BTH Region
Mean 2.36 1.83
Median 2 1
Tahle 6: Point of Entry to BTH
Red Lodge (Vista Point) 1,869 44%
Silver Gate/YNP 1,699 40%
Chief Joseph Highway (WY 296) 700 16%
l 
' 
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Table 7: Nonresident Vehiele Type
Car/Truck 3,501 82%
Motorcycle 595 14%
Car/Truck w/trailer 99 2%
RV 85 2%
Bicycle 7 <1%
Resident Visitors
Residents usually had tw o people In the ir group and were likely to  travel the highway 6 17 times per 
year (Table 8). Residents were most likely to  enter the Beartooth via Wyoming Highway 296 or through 
Red Lodge and were driving a car or truck (Tables 9 & 10).
Table 8: Resident Gronp Size and Yearly Usage of BTH
Mean 2.11 17 Times/year
Median 2 6 Times/year
*Yearly usage of BTH delimited to 99 times per year. 
Table 9: Resident Point of Entry on BTH
Chief Joseph Highway (WY 296) 192 40%
Red Lodge (Vista Point) 182 38%
Silver Gate/YNP 111 23%
Total 485
Table 10: Resident Vebiele Type
Car/Truck 407 84%
Car/T ruck w /T  railer 42 9%
Motorcycle 30 6%
Bicycle 3 <1%
RV 2 <1%
Intercept Survey Summary
On site intercept results show tha t nonresident travelers are staying, on average, 1.83 nights, and have 
an average o f tw o  travelers per vehicle. While close in numbers. Red Lodge (44%) was shown to  be the 
most common entry point fo r nonresident travelers, fo llowed by Silver Gate (40%) and the Chief Joseph
-
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Highway (16%). Results show tha t the m ajority of nonresident travelers are using a car/truck (82%) to 
travel the BTH and motorcycles (14%) are shown to  be the second most popular mode o f travel.
Resident travelers tend to  use the BTH an average o f 17 times per year and have an average o f 2 
travelers per vehicle. The Chief Joseph Highway (40%) was the most common entry point fo r resident 
travelers, followed by Red Lodge (38%) and Silver Gate/YNP (23%). Again, car/truck (84%) was the most 
common mode o f travel along the BTH fo r resident travelers. The northeast gate of Yellowstone 
National Park had the highest proportion of nonresident travelers (95%) and the Chief Joseph Highway 
had the lowest proportion of nonresident travelers on the highway (82%). A tota l o f 178,904 vehicles 
were recognized by tra ffic  counters fo r the 2012 summer season. Of those counted, 162,265 were 
estimated to  be nonresidents (91%).
SECTION 2: Mailback Survey Results
Section 2 Is segmented Into various subsections. Each subsection Is a part o f the mallback questionnaire 
handed out to  nonresident travelers on the BTH. As a reminder, these results are only nonresident 
travelers and do not Include residents o f the local area. Due to  the large presence o f first tim e visitors, 
results are segmented Into first tim e, repeat and all visitors. Section 2 w ill be presented as such: 
demographics, overall tr ip  characteristics, gateway communities, and visitor comments.
Demographics
The m ajority o f Beartooth Highway visitors have a Bachelor s degree or higher (63%). There Is very little  
difference In education level between first tlm e and repeat visitors (Table 11, Figure 2).
Table 11: Level of Edueation
Some High School 4 <1% 6 <1% 10 <1%
High School or GED 71 11% 89 11% 160 11%
Associates Degree 53 8% 54 7% 107 7%
Some College 118 18% 127 16% 245 17%
Bachelor's Degree 196 30% 285 35% 481 33%
Master's Degree 145 22% 138 17% 283 19%
Doctorate or Professional Degree 64 10% 91 11% 155 11%
-
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Figure 2: Level of Education by first time, repeat, and all visitors
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A fa irly well shaped bell curve describes the Income levels o f visitors to  the Beartooth. The majority of 
visitors earn between $50,000 and $150,000 each year. The same pattern exists fo r both first tim e and 
repeat visitors (Table 12, Figure 3). The average age of visitors was 56 years old. First time visitors we 
slightly younger (54) then repeat visitors (57) (Table 13). Males were 10 percent more likely to  respond 
to  the survey than females (Table 14).
Table 12: Annual Household Ineome
Less than $25K 22 3% 29 4% 51 4%
$25K to less than $50K 62 9% 121 16% 183 12%
$50K to less than $75K 141 21% 181 22% 322 22%
$75K to less than $100K 129 19% 154 19% 283 19%
$100K to less than $150K 137 21% 135 18% 272 19%
$150K to less than $200K 64 10% 63 8% 127 9%
$200K or greater. 60 9% 62 8% 122 8%
-
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Figure 3: Household Ineome by First Time, Repeat, and All Visitors
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Table 13: Age of Travelers
Mean 54 Years 57 Years 56 Years
Minimum 18 Years 18 Years 18 Years
Maximum 86 Years 89 Years 89 Years
Table 14: Gender of Travelers
B sasB aB i
Male 330 (51%) 459 (57%) 789 (54%)
Female 316 (49%) 327 (41%) 643 (44%)
OVERALL Trip characteristics:
In this subsection, tr ip  characteristics w ill be discussed In tw o parts: (1) visitor behavior, (2) highway 
experiences and reasons fo r traveling. Results w ill be displayed In similar form at w ith  first tlm e visitors, 
repeat visitors, and all visitors on the BTH. A summary w ill be provided at the conclusion of the overall 
tr ip  characteristics.
-
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Visitor Behavior
The average length o f stay In the Beartooth by all visitors was 2.34 nights (Table 15). The average 
number of nights spent reported on the mailback survey is higher than on the on site survey (1.83 nights 
vs 2.34 nights). This may be due to  a number of reasons including: m isinterpretation o f study region 
boundaries, staying longer than originally intended, or those who did spend more tim e in the region 
were more likely to  complete the mailback survey. Repeat visitors had a longer stay in the region (2.83 
nights) than first tim e visitors (1.73 nights).
Table 15: Visitors Average Length of Stay in the Beartooth Region
Cooke City, MT 
Red Lodge, MT 
Cody, WY 
Along the BTH 
Along Chief Joseph Hwy
.34 Nights 
.36 Nights 
.75 Nights 
.19 Nights 
.09 Nights
.92 Nights 
.67 Nights 
.50 Nights 
.40 Nights 
.34 Nights
.66 Nights 
.53 Nights 
.62 Nights 
.31 Nights 
.22 Nights
Total 1.73 Nights
*Nights spent were delimited to 30 nights per trip.
2.83 Nights 2.34 Nights
Removing the day trippers to  the region and only looking at nights spent by visitors who spent at least 
one night. Table 16 shows more nights in the region by all travelers. Sixty three percent of all visitors 
spent at least one night in the region. Travelers who spent at least one night stayed an average of 3.73 
nights, although repeat visitors (4.36 nights) stayed longer than first tim e visitors (2.82 nights) on 
average.
Table 16: Average Nights Spent of Travelers Who Spent at Least 1 Night in the Beartooth Region
Cooke City, MT 
Red Lodge, MT 
Cody, WY 
Along the BTH 
Along Chief Joseph Hwy
.56 Nights 
.60 Nights 
1.2 Nights 
.31 Nights 
.15 Nights
1.4 Nights
1.04 Nights 
.78 Nights 
.62 Nights 
.52 Nights
1.05 Nights 
.85 Nights 
.98 Nights 
.49 Nights 
.36 Nights
Total 2.82 Nights 4.36 Nights 3.73 Nights
*63%  of all visitors spent a t least one night in th e  region.
In addition to  tim e spent in the Beartooth region, nearly half o f the visitors spent at least one night in 
Yellowstone National Park (Table 17) on the ir current trip . This was followed by at least one night spent 
in Billings (27%), West Yellowstone (25%), or Jackson, Wyoming (25%).
-
-
-
-
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Table 17: Regional Loeations where Nonresidents Spent at least one Night on Cnrrent Trip
First Time Visitor Repeat Visitor All Visitors
mm
Yellowstone NP 322 48% 246 40% 568 49%
In or near Billings, MT 154 23% 158 20% 312 27%
In or near West Yellowstone, MT 156 24% 134 17% 290 25%
In or near Jackson, WY 168 25% 116 14% 284 25%
Grand Teton NP 123 19% 91 11% 214 18%
In or near Gardiner, MT 81 12% 76 9% 157 14%
In or near Bozeman, MT 71 11% 73 9% 144 12%
In or near Livingston, MT
Percentages may fluctuate due to missing data.
30 5% 41 5% 71 6%
Figure 4 displays the split between first-tim e visitors and repeat visitors to  the region. Forty-four percent 
of travelers were visiting the region were firs- tim e visitors. Thirty-one percent of visitors visited 1-5 
times prior to  the ir current trip . Flowever, ten percent o f visitors had been to  the region 25+ times.
These results show tha t there is a large diversity o f travelers in the region including first tim e visitors, 
visitors who have only been to  the area five times or fewer, and a range of visitors who come back many 
times.
Fignre 4: Prior Visits to the Beartooth Region hy Nonresident Travelers
Prior Visits to the Beartooth Region
700 632(43.8%)
600
Average priorvisits  7.21448(31.1%)
150(10.4%)
108(7,5%) 102(7,1%)
F irsttim e 1-5 Prior Visits 6 -lO P rio r 10-25 Prior 2 5 + Prior Visits 
Visitors Visits Visits
Amount of Prior Visits
While this study represents travel along the Beartooth highway, it is interesting to  note tha t about one 
quarter of the travelers did not actually go over the Beartooth Pass. Seventy five percent o f visitors did 
travel over the Beartooth Pass during the ir tr ip  to  the Beartooth Region (Table 18), and tha t percent did 
not change if the visitor had been here numerous times or were traveling fo r the firs t tim e on the 
highway.
10
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Table 18: Travelers Who Went Over Beartooth Pass
First Time Visitor Repeat Visitor
Traveled over the Beartooth Pass
Yes
No
500
117
75%
18%
606
191
75%
24%
All Visitors
^  %
1106
308
75%
21%
Eighty percent of the travelers did a day trip to /from  Yellowstone National Park In a gateway 
community. Red Lodge and Cooke City had the highest percentage (31%) of respondent tha t day tripped 
to  or from YNP.
Table 19: Visitors that Day Tripped to/from YNP to a Gateway Community
First Time Visitor Repeat Visitor All Visitors
Cooke City, MT 188 28% 274 34% 462 31%
Red Lodge, MT 208 31% 245 30% 453 31%
Cody, WY 177 27% 167 21% 344 26%
N/A 135 20% 165 20% 300 20%
Activities In the Beartooth Region generally seem to  be passive activities w ith  scenic driving (84%) being 
the most common, followed by nature photography (61%) and w ild life  watching (58%) (Table 20). Day 
hiking (21%) was the most common active activity. Other active activities In which visitors participated 
Included: fish ing/flyfish ing (8%), motorcycle riding (5%), backpacking (3%), road/tour biking (3%), 
skiing/snowboarding (2%), canoeing/kayaking (2%), and mountain biking (1%). First tlme visitors tended 
to  not participate In as many active activities as repeat visitors.
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Table 20: Activities along the Beartooth Highway
First Time Visitors Repeat Visitors All Visitors
Scenic Driving 533 80% 621 77% 1154 84%
Nature Photography 390 59% 451 56% 841 61%
Wildlife Watching 326 49% 468 58% 794 58%
Historical Site 137 21% 165 20% 302 22%
Interpretive Site 132 20% 162 20% 294 21%
Day Hiking 93 14% 197 24% 290 21%
Camping 58 9% 103 13% 161 12%
Birding 41 6% 93 12% 134 10%
Fishing/Fly Fishing 22 3% 82 10% 104 8%
Motorcycle Riding 34 5% 40 5% 74 5%
Backpacking 10 2% 32 4% 42 3%
Road/Tour Biking 13 2% 23 3% 36 3%
Horseback Riding 6 1% 18 2% 24 2%
Festivals/Events 6 1% 16 2% 22 2%
Skiing/Snowboarding 6 1% 16 2% 22 2%
Canoeing/Kayaking 6 1% 14 2% 20 2%
Mountain Biking 6 1% 13 2% 19 1%
ATV/OHV 2 <1% 15 2% 17 1%
Sporting Event 1 <1% 6 <1% 7 <1%
Motor boating 0 0 3 <1% 3 <1%
Hunting 0 0 2 <1% 2 <1%
Snowshoeing 0 0 2 <1% 2 <1%
Snowmobiling 0 0 1 <1% 1 <1%
Cross Country Skiing 1 <1% 0 0 1 <1%
Sledding 0 0 1 <1% 1 <1%
Highway Experiences and Reasons fo r  Traveling the Beartooth Highway
The follow ing results w ill present results about reasons fo r traveling the highway, pre trip planning, 
beliefs about the highway, experiential feelings while along the highway, and various other aspects 
about the tr ip  experience.
Table 21 represents the reasons why visitors drove the Beartooth Highway. Interestingly, the statement 
I drove the Beartooth Highway because It Is a designated scenic road (69%)  was seen as being the 
most common response fo r all travelers. It was followed by I heard It was a pretty drive (54%),  and It 
Is the road to  Yellowstone National Park (37%).  For this question travelers could select as many 
responses as they fe lt f it  the ir reasons. First time visitors were significantly more likely to  Indicate that 
they heard It was a pretty drive and tha t It was recommended to  them than repeat visitors. Repeat
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visitors were significantly more likely to  say it was the ir access to  recreation along the road. It appears 
tha t once the road has been traveled, visitors see the opportun ity fo r recreation and return to  the 
Beartooth region.
Table 21: Travelers’ Reasons for Traveling the BTH
Reasons for Traveling the BTH*
1. It is a designated scenic road.
5 .1 heard it was a pretty drive.
4. It is the road to Yellowstone National 
Park.
6. It was recommended to me.
2. It was the shortest route to my 
destination.
3. It was my access to recreation along the 
road.
7. An electronic map suggested the route 
(e.g. GPS, Google Maps, Garmin, etc.).
*Visitors could select more than one reason.
First Time Visitors Repeat Visitors All Visitors
447 67% 551 70% 998 69%
423 64% 360 45% 783 54%
253 38% 280 35% 533 37%
332 50% 199 25% 531 37%
132 20% 209 26% 341 24%
40 6% 161 20% 201 14%
48 7% 19 2% 67 5%
Table 22 represents travelers  primary purpose out o f all o f the reasons they selected above. Again, It is 
a designated scenic road  (32%) was shown to  be the most common choice indicating tha t the 
Beartooth Region is perceived as more than a travel route, but a place to  see and visit.
Table 22: Primary Reason for Traveling tbe BTH
i m r n i
l . l t  is a designated scenic road 153 23% 292 36% 445 32%
5.1 heard it was a pretty drive 161 24% 161 20% 322 23%
6.It was recommended to me 145 22% 48 6% 193 14%
4.lt is the road to Yellowstone National 
Park 102 15% 79 10% 181 13%
2.It was the shortest route to my 
destination 52 8% 92 11% 144 10%
3.It was my access to recreation along the 
road 10 2% 91 11% 101 7%
7. An electronic map suggested the route 
(e.g. GPS, Google maps, Garmin, etc.) 11 2% 2 <1% 13 1%
*Visitors selected only one response from the previous question to be their primary reason.
In Table 23, multiple statements regarding visitor beliefs about the Beartooth Highway were asked of 
respondents. For ease of display, the strongly disagree  and disagree  statements were combined to
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be disagree,  and the same was done w ith  the tw o agree  statements. The means, however, 
represent the 4 polnt scale data.
Statements about planning trips w ith  scenic byways in mind (85%), traveling the Beartooth Highway in 
the fu ture (93%), and recommending the BTH to  others (96%) were all shown to  have high agreeability 
by all travelers. The only statement about planning and re visitation to  the region tha t was not agreed 
upon by a very large m ajority was the statement In planning my trip , the Beartooth Highway was a 
main destination (54% agree) . However, repeat visitors were much more likely to  agree to  this 
statement (61%) compared to  firs t tim e visitors (45%). This suggests tha t people who have traveled the 
Beartooth Highway in the past, now return to  the road because it is a main destination.
Table 23: Statements about tbe Beartootb Highway
Repeat All visitors
"In planning this trip, the BTH was a main destination."
Disagree 353 51% 300 37% 653 44%
Agree 297 45% 495 61% 792 54%
Traveler Mean* 2.42 2.85 2.65
"1 plan my travel routes to include scenic byways, like BTH."
Disagree 106 16% 87 11% 193 13%
Agree 545 82% 706 89% 1251 85%
Traveler Mean* 3.09 3.24 3.17
"1 would travel the Beartooth Highway again in the future."
Disagree 48 7% 27 3% 75 5%
Agree 602 91% 769 95% 1371 93%
Traveler Mean* 3.34 3.63 3.50
"1 would recommend others to travel the BTH"
Disagree 20 3% 13 2% 33 2%
Agree 631 95% 786 97% 1417 96%
Traveler Mean* 3.64 3.76 3.70
*Scale: l strongly disagree to 4=strongly agree
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o the r questions asked the visitor to  respond to  the physical attributes of the road. Of these 
characteristics, the Beartooth being free o f debris and litte r (3.45) ranked the highest out o f all a ttribute 
statements. The statement regarding the quality o f interpretive signs saw the lowest agreeability (2.96) 
from  travelers (Table 24). Comparing first tim e to  repeat visitors, very little  difference exists in the ir 
responses to  the physical attributes of the highway.
Table 24: Characteristics of the Beartooth Highway
...free of debris and litter. (n 1448) 3.49 3.43 3.45
...of good physical quality (n 1442) 3.35 3.38 3.37
...easy to navigate. (n 1445) 3.22 3.29 3.26
...safe and secure to drive on. (n 1446) 3.19 3.26 3.23
...a variety of outdoor recreational opportunities. (n 1376) 3.03 3.14 3.09
...ample number of pullouts. (n 1442) 3.06 3.03 3.04
...good interpretive signs. (n 1426) 3.00 2.93 2.96
...too crowded. (n 1428) 1.83 1.96 1.90
*Scale: 1  strongly disagree to 4  strongly agree
Figure 5 displays the motivations o f travelers on the highway. Visitors were asked to  answer each 
statement on a 5 point scale from  no t at all im portant  to  extremely im portant.  The higher the 
mean, the more im portant the m otivation statement was to  the visitor. Top ranking motivations were 
to  view the scenic beauty (4.46),  to  enjoy nature (4.35),  to  experience a natural surrounding 
(4.30),  and to  experience open space (3.98).  These motivations were listed highest out of a collection 
of motivations selected tha t pertained to  the experience of traveling a highway. Interestingly, this 
indicates that visitors feel the naturalness of the Beartooth Region was an extremely im portant aspect 
of the ir trip .
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Figure 5: Motivations of Travelers on the Beartooth Highway
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*Scale  1  not at all Important  to  5  extremely Im portant
Experiences and Feelings While Traveling on the Beartooth Highway
Respondents were asked to  rate, on a sliding scale, the ir feelings while traveling the Beartooth Highway. 
To understand the Image of a destination, both the experlences/feellngs and the beliefs need to  be 
considered. The experlences/feellngs section Included 12 questions tha t the respondent answered 
based on the ir current tr ip  to  the Beartooth Highway region. Each question had a feeling variable on one 
side and Its antonym on the other side fo r the respondent to  answer. The questions were set up like 
the follow ing example and respondents checked the degree to  which they were happy or sad, relaxed 
or stressed,  and so on at the tim e of traveling the Beartooth.
Sad □  □  □  □  Happy
Relaxed □  □  □  □  Stressed
The follow ing graphs are displayed w ith the twelve questions about nonresident feelings while traveling 
the Beartooth Highway. Each bar graph has an emotion or feeling on the left and the right. Respondents 
rated each pair of emotions by checking 1, 2, 3, or 4. A one represents the strongest degree of feeling to
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tha t emotion on the left and a four represents the strongest degree o f feeling to  the emotion on the 
right. Percentages are then displayed by color fo r each degree o f emotion; 1   blue, 2   red, 3   
green, 4   purple. The graphs are displayed by 4 questions per graph.
Looking at the Figure 6, results show tha t nonresidents feel relaxed (83.3%), excited (95%), calm (77%), 
and happy (92.6%) while traveling the Beartooth Highway. Some respondents (17.8%) fe lt tha t they 
were nervous while traveling, which could be attributed to  m ultiple aspects o f the experience Including 
the nature o f the winding highway.
Figure 6: Beartooth Highway Experienees (sad-happy; ealm-nervous; hored-exeited; relaxed stressed)
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In Figure 7, respondents stated they fe lt adventurous (80.4%), comfortable (83.1%), uncrowded (79.1%), 
and awestruck (93.7%) during the ir travels on the Beartooth Highway. A similar pattern o f responses 
was seen between the tw o questions regarding If the traveler fe lt calm/nervous and com fortable/ 
afraid. Despite a large number o f visitors In the region, most visitors fe lt uncrowded on the highway 
during the ir travels. This result suggests tha t the amount of people or tra ffic  In the region Is acceptable 
to  a large m ajority (79%) o f respondents.
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Figure 7: Beartooth Highway Experienees (reserved-adventurous; eomfortahle-afraid; unerowded-erowded; 
disappointed-awestmek)
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Finally In Figure 8, visitors tended to  feel connected to  nature (91%), smelled the fresh air (84.6%), 
thought the Beartooth Fllghway was quiet (86.6%), and were visually stimulated (94.5%). Thus, results 
show tha t visitors feel a unique connection to  the natural surroundings and are feeling enjoyable 
emotions. The idea of being connected to  nature  along a highway is interesting and a bit d ifficu lt to 
understand. While most visitors were participating In passive activities, visitors still fe lt a connection 
w ith  the natural surroundings. It Is very possible tha t simply getting out of the car at various pull outs 
along the way gave them a natural experience.
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Figure 8: Beartooth Highway Experienees (nature eonneetion-diseonneetion; fresh air-no fresh air; quiet  
noisy; visually hored-visnally stimulated
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Another way to  look at the emotive responses Is through the means of each variable. To do this we 
recoded some of the data so tha t the negative emotion was given a 1 and the postlve emotion was given 
a 4. The researchers used some subjectivity to  determ ine what was a negative or positive emotion. The 
follow ing emotive points were given the negative  responses: sad, nervous, bored, stressed, reserved, 
afraid, crowded, disappointed, disconnected from  natures, did not notice the fresh air, noisy, and 
visually bored. Table 25 displays the means from  highest to  lowest visitors. Again, It is Interesting to 
note tha t first tim e visitors were more reserved, nervous, stressed, and afraid than repeat visitors.
Table 25: Affective Emotion while Traveling the Beartooth Highway
Visually bored 3.84 3.85 3.84 Visually stimulated
Sad 3.73 3.76 3.75 Happy
Disappointed 3.68 3.63 3.65 Awestruck
Disconnected to nature 3.59 3.66 3.63 Connected to nature
Did not notice fresh air 3.47 3.60 3.54 Noticed the fresh air
Noisy 3.54 3.46 3.50 Quiet
Bored 3.44 3.44 3.44 Excited
Afraid 3.34 3.52 3.44 Comfortable
Stressed 3.27 3.47 3.38 Relaxed
Crowded 3.33 3.24 3.28 Uncrowded
Nervous 3.16 3.37 3.28 Calm
Reserved 3.08 3.24 3.17 Adventurous
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Gateway Communities
If travelers visited one o f the gateway communities of the Beartooth Region; Red Lodge, MT, Cooke City, 
MT, or Cody, WY they were asked to  rate the ir feelings and beliefs about the community. Respondents 
were asked to  only respond to  questions about the gateway communities where they stayed fo r an hour 
or longer in the community on the ir current trip . This was done in hopes of lim iting the perception of 
the community to  only the most recent trip.
Red Lodge, MT
Red Lodge, MT is located on the north end o f the Beartooth Highway and is considered a gateway 
community along the Beartooth Highway. The highway designation begins at the south end of Red 
Lodge and is used in many marketing and promotional initiatives by the town. Red Lodge represents the 
most visited gateway community on the Beartooth Highway. Forty two percent (609) o f respondents 
said they visited Red Lodge fo r at least one hour or longer on this trip .
Travelers fe lt tha t Red Lodge provides a relaxing feeling (3.29)  and a welcoming experience (3.24)  
provided the highest emotional feeling from  the community (Table 26). Travelers rated Red Lodge 
provides opportunities to  experience local cuisine (3.15) and places to  purchase local arts/crafts (3.15)  
as the next tw o  agreeable aspects about Red Lodge.
Table 26: Red Lodge, Montana Image Statements
...a relaxing feeling. (n 586) 11 (2%) 17 (3%) 350 (60%) 208 (36%) 3.29
...a welcoming experience. (n 576) 14 (2%) 19 (3%) 358 (62%) 185 (32%) 3.24
...opportunities to experience local 
cuisine. (n 547) 6 (1%) 47 (9%) 355 (65%) 139 (25%) 3.15
...places to purchase local arts/crafts. 
(n 542) 10 (2%) 35 (7%) 358 (66%) 139 (26%) 3.15
...unique and rich heritage. (n 543) 8 (2%) 36 (7%) 378 (70%) 121 (22%) 3.13
...authentic shopping opportunities. 
(n 555) 11 (2%) 43 (8%) 374 (67%) 127 (23%) 3.11
...opportunities to engage in local 
culture. (n 496) 11 (2%) 67 (14%) 339 (68%) 79 (16%) 2.98
...new and different activities. (n 474) 15 (3%) 142 (30%) 258 (54%) 59 (12%) 2.76
...exciting nightlife. (n 384) 27 (7%) 134 (35%) 193 (50%) 30 (8%) 2.59
...a crowded feeling. (n 562) 126 (22%) 326 (58%) 87 (16%) 23 (4%) 2.01
*Scale: 1  strongly disagree" to 4  strongly agree."
Table 27 results show tha t 44 percent o f intercepts along the Beartooth Highway were at the Red Lodge 
entry point.
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Table 27: Red Lodge, M X Total Nonresident Travelers for snmmer 2012
Entry Point of Beartooth Highway
Red Lodge, M I  (boundary south o f Red Lodge)
Frequency | Percent
71,396 Nonresident Travelers 44%
Figure 9 results are based on visitors who spent at least one night in Red Lodge, M I  during the duration 
of the ir current trip . The m ajority of visitors spent between 1-7 nights w ith  a mean o f 2.37. This mean is 
similar to  the overall amount o f nights spent by travelers in all regions of the Beartooth Highway.
Fignre 9: Nights Spent in Red Lodge, M T  by Travelers Who Spent at Least 1 Night
Nights Spent in Red Lodge, MT
250
200
TJ
150
100 NightsSpent
50
M ean  2.37
Number of Nights Spent
*Mean represents only visitors who spent at least one night in Red Lodge, MT on their current trip.
Cooke City, MT
Cooke City, MT is located on the western end of the Beartooth Highway. Its close proxim ity to  
Yellowstone National Park makes fo r a popular location fo r many different types o f visitors. Cooke 
City/Silver Gate, MT is 68 miles from  Red Lodge, MT and roughly 90 miles from  Cody, WY. Five hundred 
and twelve (35.3%) nonresident respondents stated tha t they visited Cooke City fo r at least one hour or 
longer on the ir current trip . Results are taken from only those 512 respondents who stayed in Cooke 
City, MT.
Travelers rated Cooke City, MT provides a welcoming experience (3.1)  as the most agreeable 
statement about the community. In contrast, travelers rated the statement Cooke City, MT provides 
opportunities to  experience local cuisine (2.14)  as least agreeable (Table 28).
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Table 28: Cooke City, M T  Image Statements
...a welcoming experience. (n 492) 14 (3%) 45 (9%) 309 (63%) 124 (25%) 3.10
...a relaxing feeling. (n 503) 9 (2%) 37 (7%) 398 (59%) 159 (32%) 3.00
...unique and rich heritage. (n 470) 12 (3%) 68 (15%) 302 (64%) 88 (19%) 2.99
...exciting nightlife. (n 350) 73 (21%) 171 (49%) 90 (26%) 16 (5%) 2.97
...places to purchase local arts/crafts. 
(n 458) 18 (4%) 76 (17%) 304 (66%) 60 (13%) 2.89
...authentic shopping opportunities. 
(n 473) 26 (6%) 114 (24%) 281 (59%) 52 (11%) 2.76
...opportunities to engage in local 
culture. (n 424) 23 (5%) 129 (30%) 234 (55%) 38 (9%) 2.68
...new and different activities. (n 414) 31 (8%) 151 (37%) 199 (48%) 33 (8%) 2.57
...opportunities to experience local 
cuisine. (n 484) 18 (4%) 74 (15%) 297 (61%) 95 (20%) 2.14
...a crowded feeling. (n 481) 168 (35%) 230 (48%) 73 (15%) 10 (2%) 1.84
*Scale: 1  strongly disagree" to 4  strongly agree."
Cooke City/Silver Gate, MT had the second highest percentage (39.6%) of entries by visitors traveling the 
Beartooth Highway (Table 29). Travelers at this location would be coming through the northeast 
entrance of Yellowstone National Park, which Is the start o f the Beartooth Highway.
Table 29: Cooke City, M T  Total Nonresident Travelers for Snmmer 2012
Entry Point of Beartooth 
Highway
Cooke City/Silver Gate, MT
Frequency
64,906 Nonresident Travelers
Percent
40%
Visitors who spent at least one night In Cooke City, MT had the highest mean of nights spent out of the 
three gateway communities. W ith a mean o f 3.92, travelers are spending more nights on average (If 
they spent a night) In the Cooke CIty/Sllver Gate region (Figure 7). Compared to  the other gateway 
regions, Cooke City saw more travelers who spent greater than seven nights. There may be a few 
explanations, but most likely It Is due to  the close proxim ity to  Yellowstone National Park.
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Figure 10: Nights Spent in Cooke City, M T  by Travelers Who Spent at Least 1 Night
Nights Spent in Cooke City, MT
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*Mean represents only those visitors who spent at least one night in Cooke City, MT on their trip.
Cody, WY
Cody, WY Is located 62 miles southeast of the Beartooth Highway. A visitor can leave the Beartooth 
Highway and travel the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway (WY296) which ultim ately can lead to  Cody. 
Yellowstone National Park can be accessed from  Cody, WY through tw o entrances, but only one requires 
travel along the Beartooth Highway. Five hundred and ninety one (40.5%) nonresident respondents 
stated they visited Cody, WY fo r one hour or longer on the ir current trip . Results are taken from  only 
these 591 respondents. In Table 30, results showed tha t visitors rated Cody, WY provides a unique and 
rich heritage (3.36)  as the most agreeable statement about the community. The least agreeable 
statement was seen to  be Cody, WY provides an exciting nightlife (2.72).
Table 30: Cody, W Y Image Statements
...unique and rich heritage. (n 553) 6 (2%) 37 (7%) 367 (67%) 133 (24%) 3.36
...a welcoming experience. (n 549) 4 (1%) 24 (4%) 336 (61%) 185 (34%) 3.28
...places to purchase local arts/crafts. (n 529) 7 (1%) 19 (4%) 343 (65%) 160 (30%) 3.24
...opportunities to engage in local culture. 
(n 515)
7 (1%) 31(6%) 336 (65%) 141 (27%) 3.19
...a relaxing feeling. (n 562) 8 (1%) 43 (8%) 359 (64%) 152 (27%) 3.17
...authentic shopping opportunities. (n 534) 12 (2%) 35 (7%) 349 (65%) 138 (26%) 3.15
...opportunities to experience local cuisine. 
(n 545)
8 (2%) 37 (7%) 367 (67%) 133 (24%) 3.15
...new and different activities. (n 503) 9 (2%) 69 (14%) 289 (58%) 136 (27%) 3.10
...exciting nightlife. (n 410) 26 (6%) 121 (30%) 206 (50%) 57 (14%) 2.72
...a crowded feeling. (n 540) 75 (14%) 272 (50%) 151 (28%) 42 (8%) 2.30
*Scale: 1  strongly disagree  to  4  strongly agree.
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The Chief Joseph Highway was least used point o f entry fo r the Beartooth Highway w ith  only 17 percent 
of travelers entering at this location (Table 31). However, this entry point is the most d ifficu lt to  reach 
and requires a more out-of-the-way approach than other locations in the region.
Table 31: Chief Joseph Highway Total Nonresident Travelers for Snmmer 2012
Entry Point
Chief Joseph Highway
Frequency
27,585 Nonresident Travelers
Percent
17%
Visitors who spent at least one night in Cody, WY had the lowest mean fo r nights spent in the 
community (2.23) (Figure 11). However, the difference is minimal compared to  Red Lodge. Results fo r 
Cody travelers who spent at least one night look similar to  Red Lodge in terms of travelers and the 
number of nights spent. Visitors to  these communities may have d ifferent motivations or reasons to  stay 
in these tw o communities than those who stay in Cooke City.
Figure 11: Nights Spent in Cody, W Y hy Travelers Who Spent at Least 1 Night
Nights Spent in Cody, WY
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*Mean represents only visitors who spent at least one night in Cody, WY on current trip.
Figure 12 represents the mean ratings o f each gateway community. As shown, Cody (3.09) and Red 
Lodge (3.02) have similar distribution of means, but Cooke City (2.53) has a lower distribution o f tota l 
means. These results were form ulated by taking the average o f each respondent s ratings of the 
gateway communities and recoding the statement ...a crowded feeling  into a positive scale. Thus, if 
respondents selected 1  fo r tha t statement, the response was re coded to  a 4.  This assumes tha t the 
feeling of crowdedness is a negative feeling to  the visitor. While Cooke City has a lower mean 
distribution, the tow n is much smaller and more remote than any o f the other locations. This may 
contribute to  the lack of amenities and facilities available fo r visitors.
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Figure 12: Mean Ratings of Community Attributes
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Gateway Community Summary
In general, each gateway community is perceived in a positive light in both the beliefs and feelings from 
nonresidents. Cody, WY was rated the highest o f the three communities and Cooke City was rated the 
lowest of the three. However, due to  the remoteness o f Cooke City/Silver Gate, MT, it is much more 
d ifficu lt fo r the community to  provide the same amenities as Cody and Red Lodge. Cooke City also was 
seen to  be perceived as the least crowded out of the three communities.
Visitor Comments
Upon completion o f the mail back questionnaire, nonresident visitors were asked to  w rite  any 
additional comments or questions they had regarding the Beartooth Highway. In tota l, 588 travelers 
w rote comments on the ir survey. To reduce the data into a manageable size, comments were 
categorized into 25 overall categories (Table 32). Visitors commented in more than one category. 
Therefore, the to ta l number of comments is higher than the to ta l number o f visitors who made the 
comments. Following Table 32 is a discussion o f the top five categories which received the most 
number of comments. All comments can be found in Appendix B.
The most likely comment to  be w ritten  was a general comment about enjoying the Beartooth highway. 
There were 363 positive comments w ritten  by the visitors.
25
-
Table 32: Categories of Visitor Comments
General positive comments 363
Gateway communities 89
Scenic drive/beautiful drive 83
Yellowstone National Park 81
General negative comments 52
Family/Friends 48
Returning visitor /  frequent visitor 48
Plan to return to region 39
Needs more signage/road improvements 37
M T/W Y resident 27
Traveled Chief Joseph Highway 24
Visitor to MT/W Y 20
Preservation of area /  Keep it the way it is. 20
Retired 17
Smoky /  Low visibility 15
Will recommend to others 14
Motorcycle riding 13
Thank you for the research 12
International traveler 11
Comments against motorcycles 6
Categories don't apply to this visitor 6
Bicycle trip/bicycled on BTH 4
^Comments could include multiple categories.
Themes
1) General Positive Comments  General positive comments were seen to  be the most popular type of 
comment category w ith  363 comments. This category is overwhelmingly larger than other categories 
listed, which is very encouraging. In contrast, there were only 52 negative comments mentioned by the 
visitors to  the Beartooth.
Examples o f general positive comments include:
This area is awesome; I loved to  drive on the Beartooth Highway and I w ill visit Yellowstone.
Wild, impressive, to  be respected.
Enjoyed very much. Very happy we included this destination in our vacation route.
A friend  to ld me this road w ill steal your soul!  He was right. The most gorgeous place I've
ever been inside the US. Hands down!
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Thoughts  Seeing as this category saw such a large number of comments, It can be determined tha t 
many visitors thoroughly enjoyed the ir tr ip  to  the region. Branding this highway as a destination and not 
specifically a highway could increase awareness o f the sights in the area. As a few visitors pointed out, 
they were unaware of the highway prior to  the ir trip . This response was corroborated by the lower 
mean score fo r the Beartooth Highway as a pre planned destination. Increasing the awareness fo r the 
region may provide a greater number of visitors (if desired).
2) Gateway communities  The category of gateway communities saw the second highest amount of 
comments by nonresident visitors. Comments that talked about Cooke City/Silver Gate, Red Lodge or 
Cody were included in this category. Eighty nine respondents discussed one o f these communities in 
the ir comment.
Example gateway community comments include:
A group o f us from  college met in Red Lodge specifically to  do the bike tou r over the Beartooth. 
We had such a good tim e tha t we are planning on doing it again next year and w ill bring spouses 
and children too. Haven t been in Red Lodge in years. Pleasantly surprised to  see it all shined up 
and embracing tourism .
Came here again to  visit Cooke City and fo r the fishing/hiking in the whole area. Beartooth 
Highway is a bonus!
Thoughts  Not only do visitors come to  drive/recreate on the Beartooth Highway, but they also enjoy 
visiting the surrounding communities tha t are the gateways to  the region. It is im portant tha t the 
gateway communities embrace visitors coming to  the region. The gateway communities should look for 
ways to  collaborate to  improve the visitor experience and promote the Beartooth Highway.
3) Scenic /  beautiful drive  Nonresident visitors noted tha t they appreciate the scenic qualities and 
naturalness of the Beartooth Region. Eighty three nonresident visitors commented about these scenic 
qualities o f the Beartooth Highway. This category ranked as th ird  highest in comments.
Example scenic/beautiful drive comments include:
Best mountain scenery we have ever experienced. Please leave as is. We don t need another 4 
lane highway through scenic America. Slow down and take it all in.
Fantastic scenery, great animal watching opportunities, fascinating road construction.
Thoughts  As expected, the Beartooth Region draws many visitors fo r the natural and scenic qualities it 
possesses. Ensuring the protection o f these vistas and ecosystem should be a priority. Many visitors 
stressed the importance o f keeping this area the way it is in order fo r enjoyment by fu ture generations.
If the area is marketed as a scenic region/byway, maintaining and preserving the natural quality is 
necessary fo r the visitor s enjoyment.
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4) Yellowstone National Park  Nonresident visitors frequently commented on how Yellowstone National 
Park was a part of the ir tr ip  while along the Beartooth Highway. Eighty three respondents commented 
about YNP in the mail back questionnaire.
Example Yellowstone National Park comments include:
Scenic highway was a high point o f our tr ip  thru Yellowstone and Grand Tetons! Only drove 3/4 
of it and then turned back to  go back to  Yellowstone; ran out of tim e! Recommended sister-in- 
law to  drive through it! Cooke City has a great visitor center! 
Travel(ed) from  Cody to  Red Lodge on Chief Joseph and Beartooth Highway under blue skies 
and sunshine then returned a few  hours later from Red Lodge to  Cooke City and Yellowstone 
experiencing rain sleet and light snow. We had a great time. W hat a variety and great 
experience. Can t w ait to  do it again.
Thoughts  The Beartooth Highway shares its border w ith  one of America s prized landmarks, 
Yellowstone National Park. This unique connection between the park and the highway is seen through 
the comments from  visitors expressing a great experience between the two. Embracing this connection 
could facilitate and even more enjoyable experience fo r visitors who come to  each destination.
Increased awareness o f the opportun ity to  drive this alpine highway so close to  Yellowstone may 
enhance the visitors  overall trip.
5) General negative comments  Even though the m ajority of visitors did have a pleasant experience while 
in the Beartooth Region, there are a number o f comments regarding displeasure amongst nonresident 
visitors. Fifty two nonresident travelers provided a negative comment about the ir tr ip  in the region.
Example comments include:
Needs more guardrails! Maybe another bathroom /rest area.
I would have liked more pullouts & unobtrusive interpretive signs (the types o f vegetation, 
w ild life  tha t live there, tem perature extremes, history of construction, elevation, etc.) We had a 
map, but many may not have. A kiosk w ith  maps would be helpful.
Thoughts  Many of the negative comments tha t were w ritten  focused around improvements to  signage 
or road safety. A better look at these issues may need to  be considered. Interpretive signage had one of 
the lowest mean scores in terms of satisfaction in the quantitative portion o f the questionnaire as weii. 
These comments reinforce the idea tha t management should revisit the signage options along the road. 
For many the signage may be lacking and/or somewhat confusing. Scenic byways are meant to  be a 
driving narrative fo r the visitor. The Beartooth Highway has a good deal o f room to  describe its rich 
heritage.
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Discussion
The Beartooth Highway caters to  a variety of users who may or may not have differing expectations of 
the region. The demographics of travelers in the region are diverse. Visitors old and young choose to 
travel over the nearly 11,000 ft. scenic byway. As 90 percent of travel on the highway consists of 
nonresidents o f the three gateway counties, it is im portant to  consider the opinions of those who are 
primarily using the highway. The large percentage o f nonresidents using the highway indicates the 
importance o f nonresident travel in the region. W ith tha t said, visitor experiences while on the highway 
tend to  be positive and encouraging fo r those who support the highway.
In most cases highways are perceived as a travel route from  one destination to  another. This study, 
however, suggests tha t visitors perceive the Beartooth Region as more of a destination than a travel 
route to  Yellowstone National Park. For many travelers, the Beartooth Highway is a destination tha t is 
part o f a larger tr ip  or is the primary destination in itself. Federal designation proved to  be the most 
prevalent reason (31%) why travelers used the Beartooth Highway, which affirms the idea o f being more 
than a travel route. The gateway communities o f Red Lodge, Cooke City and Cody provide many 
amenities fo r travelers to  make the ir tr ip  a better experience. Yellowstone National Park plays a large 
role in the trip  fo r many travelers as well. However, while half the Beartooth travelers also visit 
Yellowstone National Park, the park is not the main purpose fo r using the Beartooth Highway fo r the 
m ajority of visitors.
Travelers on the Beartooth Highway participate in a wide array of differing activities. While generally 
passive, the activities range in d ifficu lty and in location in the region. An interesting discovery is that 
while many people are scenic driving, many feel as though they are connected to  nature. The highest 
ranking m otivation was to  view the scenic beauty (4.46)  which can be done w ith  a car. However, the 
next highest ranking motivations related to  the natural surroundings and to  experience open spaces. As 
the experiences and feelings section area highlights, the fact tha t visitors are in a car does not affect 
whether or not they are connected w ith  nature. The feelings tha t travelers experienced in the region 
and on the highway tend to  be very positive and encouraging. Travelers have a sense of being happy, 
adventurous, awestruck, excited and comfortable while along the highway. Understanding these 
experiences helps put together the larger picture of the image of the Beartooth Region and allow to  get 
a feel  fo r the region.
Travelers  beliefs about the Beartooth Highway and gateway communities were rated positively. The 
lowest ranking statement about the highway pertained to  interpretive signage. While it was still at an 
agree  level, there could be room fo r improvement in signage. A theme from  visitor comments was 
focused on signage and may affirm  tha t a more in depth look should be considered. Visitors tend to  see 
the Beartooth providing quality outdoor recreational opportunities, free o f debris and litter, easy to 
navigate, and o f good physical quality.
Cooke City saw the highest mean o f nights spent fo r all visitors in the Beartooth Region, as well as fo r 
visitors who spent at least one night. This may be due to  many reasons, but its proxim ity w ith 
Yellowstone NP is probably the main contributor. Red Lodge and Cody both had nonresident visitors 
spend nights in them that were visiting the Beartooth. Red Lodge and Cooke City saw more repeat 
visitors than first-tim e visitors. Cody tended to  see more first-tim e visitors to  the Beartooth than repeat 
visitors spending the night.
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Due to  the high level o f agreeablllty, gateway communities o f the Beartooth Highway should look 
towards promoting the unique and rich heritage of each location. Results showed this statement to 
either be the most agreed upon (Cooke City and Cody) or second most agreed upon (Red Lodge) out of 
all questions regarding the image of the gateway communities. Thus, preserving the authentic, 
traditional heritage and values may be im portant fo r visitors to  the region. Visitors tended not to  agree 
as much w ith  image questions regarding new and d ifferent activities and nightlife in some of the 
gateway communities, but tha t may be expected considering the size and nature of the towns. In Cooke 
City, nonresidents are spending more nights in the town if they spent a night. The attributes of these 
towns may have an influence in the amount o f nights spent in the town. However, due to  the 
remoteness and small scale o f the towns, certain attributes may be less feasible or impossible to  meet 
the needs of most visitors.
Visitor comments represent im portant pieces of inform ation tha t may not be included in the designed 
survey. Feedback from  the visitors who choose to  visit the region can give insight into strengths and 
weaknesses o f the area. Travelers in the Beartooth Region had many positive comments to  say about 
the area. The top four comment categories o f general positive comments, gateway communities, 
beautiful/scenic drive, and Yellowstone National Park provide a glimpse into visitor s fee thought about 
the Beartooth Highway and surrounding region. These comments can be used by marketers, highway 
departments, forest managers, and gateway community leaders as ideas on how to  make the Beartooth 
Highway a more enjoyable experience. However, negative comments were included in the top five as 
well, reminding everyone tha t there is always room for improvement. Addressing these negative 
comments could make fo r a better visitor experience.
In the follow ing section, recommendations fo r management w ill be discussed. These include 
observations and interpretations from  data and how to  improve the visitor experience.
Management Implications
1) Continued and enhanced collaboration between the gateway communities, the forest service, national 
park service, and highway departments is important. An organization such as the Friends o f the 
Beartooth can be the agent fo r collaboration. Since this group represents the interest of the highway, it 
is easier to  manage opportunities and challenges tha t may arise w ithou t a bias toward one or more 
interested party. One organization can be the communicator to  all visitors about the highway 
conditions, closures, and opportunities fo r visitors. It is recommended tha t those communities and 
adjoining organizations solidify the need o f an organization such as the Friends of the Beartooth by 
outlining goals and objectives fo r the highway to  be carried out by the group. Joint funding by all 
interested parties w ill ensure the success of the highway.
2) The Beartooth Highway should not be thought of as only a travel route into Yellowstone National Park. 
Instead, it should be thought o f and managed as a separate destination w ith  the distinct pleasure of 
having a connection to  a national park! Survey results showed tha t 32 percent of visitors were primarily 
traveling on the road because o f its designation as a scenic road. This was the highest primary reason 
fo r being on the highway. Being designated as an All American Scenic Highway appears to  be a draw. 
Promotion o f this highway and region as a nationally designated road is paramount to  continued and 
growing visitation levels which ultim ately provide an economic boost to  the gateway communities. This
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study provides evidence tha t It is In the best Interest of the gateway communities, forest service, park 
service, and transportation departments to  support the continuation of national scenic byways.
3) Expansion or Improvement of Interpretive signage needs to  be evaluated. As stated by federal 
designation, an All American Road  Is to  be a driving narrative fo r travelers on the road. An update of 
signage would give visitors more Information regarding the construction of the highway, 
geology/ecology In the region, the history o f the gateway communities and other various Informative 
aspects. Through the education o f visitors about the region, fu rther support fo r highway and revlsltatlon 
to  the gateway communities may be possible.
4) From Fly flshers to  day hikers to  scenic drivers to  bikers, user groups are widespread and dynamic, but 
many of them have the similar motivations fo r recreating or traveling the highway. Each user group 
should be taken Into account when management decisions are considered. All user groups should be 
encouraged to  visit the area and management decisions about particular Issues need to  continue to  take 
these user groups Into account. Declslon making should be focused on Improving the experience as a 
whole fo r all users.
5) As shown on the follow ing map, there are no national scenic Byways (the blue dots on the map) In 
Montana and Wyoming and yet both states have some of the most scenic highways the country has to 
offer.
N a tio n a l S ce n ic  B y w a y s  P ro g ra m
AMERICA'S
BYWAYS
Highway m arter
7  •  j *
j i  9
. f ,  
• Al-Arwicflfi Rocids- « Nalkmal Scenic Bywe/s 
All American Roads highlighted with red dote. National 
Scenic Byways with blue dots
While the Beartooth All American Road Is the only designated road In these tw o states, this study 
supports the Idea tha t designation Is very Important In the decision making by visitors of which routes to 
travel. It Is recommended tha t both states re evaluate the ir reasons fo r not being part of the national 
scenic byways program. The National Scenic Byways Program Is part of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Federal Fllghway Administration. The program was established to  help recognize, 
preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States. Since 1992, the National Scenic 
Byways Program has funded 3,174 projects fo r state and nationally designated byway routes In 50 
states, Puerto Rico and the District o f Columbia. While the byways program Is always under the scrutiny 
o f the U.S. Congress as a place to  reduce costs. It has generally been able to  defend Itself as an economic
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stim ulator to  many rural areas. Montana and Wyoming, very rural states, would gain economically from 
additional scenic highway designations.
6) In addition to  point #5 above, foreigners traveled the Beartooth at a healthy rate (258 travelers or 5% of 
all travelers). Two things come to  mind. First, foreigners are likely to  note a scenic byway when making 
the ir route choice and it is well known tha t foreigners spend more than domestic travelers while In the 
states. Second, while it Is a small percentage o f visitors. Information presented in alternative languages 
need to  be considered in management of the area. Proper, International road signage should be 
considered fo r those travelers who may not speak English as a firs t language. Awareness o f the Issues 
tha t foreign travelers may have when traveling In the region is also Important in anticipating and 
predicting conflict. Also, road signs need to  be taken Into context o f the situation. Road signs tha t are 
applicable and relevant to  the conditions o f the highway should be a priority In a variety of languages.
7) Regional impact o f the Beartooth Highway can be seen In towns outside of the gateway communities. 
Towns such as Billings, MT, West Yellowstone, MT, Jackson, WY and of course Yellowstone NP have 
many Beartooth travelers staying In the ir communities. Because these are Important connector points 
to  the Beartooth, the Friends o f the Beartooth should strengthen these relationships and work 
collaboratlvely on marketing, signage, and preservation o f the highway and surrounding ecosystems. All 
these areas can claim  the Beartooth thereby Increasing awareness and use.
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Appendix A: Survey Instrum ents  
On-site Survey
Site 10 Gate
Rg.srdert5 o f the Beartooth Hwv
1.  Are y o j  a ra iiden t o f any c f  Chase countie i: Carbon county, MT; Park co ijn ty j MT; or Pari courtyp WY?
Yes  No ^Contrnije w ith  #L4 belcfwj
a. If yes, which one?  Carbon, M T  Park, MT  Park,WY
2. Appr-D-simatefy how many time^ in a year do you travel -an arry segment o f hiwy 212 between Red Lndga and the no-rthaast 
errtrarrce o f YWP ? _______
3. Hew many people are in th is s/ehicie?
4. W here d id  yoti enter the  CeartcHith H ighw ay?  Silver Gate Chief Joseph  Red lodge
5. Toilay while  drivlrig on the  Beartooth Hwy, how  many tim es w ill you have left highway at any o f these three spots?
Exited towards Red LodgeExited towards VNP
Exited tow ards Cody.
: ? r
Monresiderits o f the Beartooth Hwv
lA . If not, (from  those three counties) w hat is yo ur State/Province/Country of residence?_
2. W ha t is your z ip/postal coda?_____________ 
3. How m any peop?e are in th is  veh icie?____________ 
4. On th is tr ip , are you spendirtg any r igh ts  in  the Beartooth Hwy Region? Yes  fJo
5. W here d id  you Enter the  Beartooth Highway?  Silver Gate  ChiefJoseph  REclLorfge
E. W hile  drivin-g on the  Beartooth hlwy today, how many times w ill you have le ft highway at any o f these three spots?
Exited towards YNP
innmoi
■ V  
^
Exited tow ards Red Lodge
M Antrcm
Exited tow ards Cody.
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Mailback Survey
Beartooth Highway Visitor Survey
The B w rtp o tfi H ighw jy JHwry 212t nins between Rsd Lodge, MT and SHvw Gate. MT. 
On this trip, what was your mode of travel -along the Beartooth Highway?
I Icar^TiTJCfr I I f i V  Q jO c U c r T j t ie
I Icar. YnxkWtTaHsf C U s w  I If lfc h ^ e
During you i travels along the BeartChOth Highway, how often were you the driver o f your nx>de o f travel ? iPtcuse ■>
M  po.ii m2 ̂ ejFiTprrserrs jvur an»w:i
I |iWit2 Jl I I.n̂ Bgnerfly I [ADCI2.W
Please indiciate on the map the number of nights you spent in^near any of the three gateway communities as well 
as oruheatr the Bearthooth Highway. Write in 0  rF you did not spend a night in any of these five areas.
WU KH ed Lodge
rriEhrs in 
REdLDdEcBica
NiEhti in CoHs City srea
Cooke aty NiifhtsonynEV 
BEartKTth htjvv.
eeartooiri 
AB Anrsnc an 
Rdzid
»h /  ••
SflPie Syî F \  ^  /
V I
CrM i»MAlhl lKA
■VJrtirnv i
i- i:*i/riEar Chiel hsE-ph Hwy
N im iB i Codv arfta
For this tr ip  to  the Beartooth area, please indicate the amount spent and where you spent those dollars.
A lon^the
tidphwav Rjed LDdj!)ej MT CcKJy.WY
Coolie C ity/S llH f 
GaU
Camptng S t 5
H otel/m otel & $ S
Rerich/ELfiB/rental rabln $ s i i
GaiolEnB/'oil S i 5
Rests k jranl/brr $ $ %
G roce r i 6 s /v i ec hs $
Retatl/suiuGrtlis i i %
Ou H itte rs /ft ides s $ i
A uto /nvrepa lr } i i i
AjutD/ftVrentel J i 5
Trarisportelion feres s $ i
Entrance fees, admLsslons, licenses } i i
ServteeLlLE .FTiEdlul, haircut, mHEaEEl s $ s
Othert'cfenrnliede^o ivj J i i 5
Descrlptli^n of other e^pense^;
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In which (rf the rd lc w  ing Icca lic iis  did /■m i spend least cue n igh t a w a / tra in  heme on th is  trip?  |p < :^ :^ u ra r
I Iv d lD W E ls n e  Nan Part
Q  Grard TEtm Nan Pat* \ I!? I I In or near Lrdngston. WT I lln prnearBlhnge. WT
I lln Of near Jayson. rVY I lla or n E ^ B s e a r ji. WT I Im sr rear Gananet. ^  
In or near Weal 
/eKwElone. fcTT
I used the nDrtheastentrance o r Velkiwstane National Park ta^ftani the M lo w ln g  caimnunltles...!HeaK ■x'aMnEinur
yw diŷTfwo fpn ary rtesj
CUdody, 'i □FteS Ludge, HT ICKte at/, MT □  s
I drove the Beartooth H lg h w ^  tHcause....'rfieat*h :ntf iqnK 
□  ,.11. 3 deElgr̂ ed«erlcrT3Qd
I la. H rt3& the BtwlfiE; mine to rny cJeEtlrJtJan 
□ 3. h vQt rTvasoeEE toFecreatJDn along ire triad 
Q a .  II It the road lo Y e k w E lD e  National Part 
O f the reasons you oheclned atiove, which one was the PRIMARY reason? rctteoJr irv  bixj
i\z \ *\z\ s D  e\z\
I l̂ . i tieard ttw36 a prettydrve 
I Ifi. t1 W3E recan men K{J to me 
I |7. fif] aecrronfc map-iuggesEd the rotite (e.g. GPS 
 Smgle r^ps, Ganrin, Etc.^
F rro rto th ls  trip , approxim ately how m a n /tim e s  have you visited the 
Beartooth H ighw a/R eg ion  including the gateway com m unities?
On th is trip , d id  you travel over the Beartooth Pass? □  n
Vitiile  driving the Beartooth H ighw jy  on thio tripv pleas« descd be the weather you  experienced. i-.>^se
muriKareprcx.'tz tuur iVi!Mvj
."kax LWe SOiTX frw je.T hfeaiv
AmouTTl o: predpflalcifi □ □ □ □ □
OiJd Cooi P.fKiev3i? WJi7»i mu
Outdoor T E n p ra ue □ □ □ □ □
ijj|g.vawee- rtry l-WKfr
A.nnunt of ViilrH! □ □ □ □ □
C c M H u t^ P.-fKienriE-
A(v/thki\f L-tLlU^ VTsbTiy Ci»a v feHLVr Cr/dai' Cf6Jf
D e ^ ^  ofVtebilty □ □ □ □ □
How much time wiere you out o f your vehic le  o r o#f your hike along the Beartooth Highway? iPJtase vifv tM vit.a tpea
iWiTJEnls yajrar.stteff
Q u e re r  I l l 2 H a ifE  Q lB D a y  O f ia i  Day
•SPDnfif
Indicate your agreement level on the fo llow irrg questions o f statements. (Fisrss v itie inxa iaTK nttffts .n *s}w jr,r# f. }
ri iztannng tlvsTlp, the Bear̂ coCn highway w3e amamde^tnaticri.
I plan m y ^ ie l roi;teG Loin dude scenic t^ywayc, IKe the Eearoo*J>
lwo(l[t7?ie1 the Beamcti tighMoy again InthetLdure.
IWQUkf Iketd s1d1 ReC Lodge, MTIn treTutife.
1 KHJitrnketa CoofeeClty, l i^  in Tte^ilue. 
l wod[f :lket] vtdi Cody, ^W ln h e ^ r e .
I wolDi !ECOTmEnd OTiers to tr ĵ iEl the Eeanooit^ HiglTAay.
□n
□
□□□n
nisg.M Acm
□ □ □□ n n
□ □ □
□ □ □□ □ □□ □ □□ n n
The Beartooth Highway isJhas... fpiMEEOf mei<M?u!i)ei!rwni«xiSTiucaf !*«rj
sunfl^ .atsffTw DAjpw ■4[kTti ApTf
...dTgood phystcai quatty. □ □ □ □
...£3% and secure tc drtie cn. □ □ □ □
. ..easy u  hii/lgate. □ □ □ □
.Ttee of defifte and Iftter. □ □ □ □
...too cnwraed. □ □ □ □
. ..anpie n ir t ie f  oT pUOutB. □ □ □ □
.. .god d i nlEn:ret] ve . □ □ □ □
. a van eiy of c Lftdcnrreae at on 3 
DppcrtuitleE. □ □ □ □
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the variation o f your tinoughts and r» lin g s  w hile  traveling the Boartooth H ighway on th is  trip. 
iT^oreaofrp^afdsscrp trve  wwds bdow. pisase K o n e  boxpe^ Sina ihat best j^pf^ssnts ycujr answer}
Q1.
QZ
Qi.
04.
Qŝ
0&.
07.
Qi.
09.
SOTffil
CaJm
C46afif}dn%c
Lhsnnvded
GorTwtaisle
PSBSTJ&I
VsusfyBoretf
Qin. QulEt
Q11. SrnefJEd me Itesh ar 
Q13. CorriBcleOta natue
□ *
□ *
Pressed
acrteo
NW.IOUE
f iam T ixA
CniiMled
ÂtaH
AJMETTiaTX*
Vfiualy
Et̂ oâEd
4oiEy
Dtdnatmtce 
B ^ fT tn a r  
DsmfintdEf] 
rrcfn nahTE
Pie js e  indicate activities in w hich  any member of your travel g roup  participated w hile  along the Beartooth 
Highway, loc ar im
I Icamcino 
I lBac*[Hetihc 
I Itiav Mliho 
I luatsenac* tiring 
I lna lijea tvr:a j3 iC v  
I Immllna 
I lartlhg
O tv tld ffe  Watsfting 
nkHcorrlan HHrg
I I WpiotCTje tiaro
n  SjoattlaLr blirtg 
□  Scer̂ o
I Ia t v tchv 
I I myartraeftm
I Icjfia&rQ mvBfcng 
I I FteWngTty itenir^g 
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TDesedETice anatus Eur?curding. □ □ □ □ □
To ao Esnething wtfi your hardly. □ □ □ □ □
To oe ■Atth others ■Mm  Er^oy tte  sane ditig& □ □ □ □ □
you do.
TonavettvtlG. □ □ □ □ □
TD reduce-me ■TEei 1 r̂ g Dfhaf^rig too many 
mtig&la da. □ □ □ □ □
To ejqcererct mote ebcfx racrn. □ □ □ □ □
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□ Dortcratecv Reft 5i>onaDegree
Are ifKHi a domestic o i intEnutional traveler? Q  aroestc □  tTtanafloral
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Appendix B: Open Ended Comments
A group o f us from  college met In Red Lodge specifically to  do the bike tou r over Beartooth. We had such 
a good tim e tha t we are planning on doing it again next year and w ill bring spouses and children too. 
Haven t been in Red Lodge in years. Pleasantly surprised to  see it all shined up and embracing tourism 
A lot o f the questions would have been better answered w ith  an N/A because we were just going to 
lunch w ith in  YNP.
An n/a box fo r some items would bring out more tru th . Eg I did not care about night life or local crafts, 
but agree/disagree does not measure that.
Absolutely beautiful drive, we loved it and would highly recommend it. Only suggestion would be to 
provide more advance notice o f some of the more scenic pullouts.
Also bicycled the road
Although we did not do the complete Beartooth Road this trip , we have drove it in the past several 
times. The views are breathtaking. The drive exhilarating, and walking just a short distance is relaxing and 
helps you connect to  nature. Gives you a sense o f solitude.
America the Beautiful!
An absolutely awesome highway; would return in a heartbeat if I d idn t live to  far away in CT.
An awesome vacation!
And thank you!
Annual income should not be apart o f this survey. Had tha t been firs t I would not have completed this 
survey.
Answers fo r our reasons fo r traveling the Beartooth Highway seem to  indicate tha t we did not enjoy it, 
however, we wanted to  see the Chief Joseph and needed to  go over B.H. to  get back home. We do enjoy 
the B.H.I
As a divorced parent, in a dating-after-divorce relationship, my boyfriend and I saw this tr ip  as a bit of a 
test of our relationship and how our tw o boys would do as brothers in the future. W hat an amazing 
positive experience! I th ink we passed the test!
As previously stated, we went over the Beartooth mostly because it was the shortest route to  Red Lodge 
where our friends live 4 miles out o f town. It was a beautiful drive. We are from  CO and drive the 
mountain a lot.
Asked my sweetheart tha t I dated while I was in the air force in A62 to  marry me at the Wyoming creek. 
She said yes! I was raised 9 miles west of Red Lodge.
Awesome hwy and I plan to  return.
Awesome place, love the e ffo rt you people put it and wish you success in your fu ture endeavors. 
Awesome Sites!
Awesome! Will be recommending it to  friends!
Awestruck alpine beauty!
Bathrooms at the top of the world were filthy, very surprised to  see that. Also Red Lodge needs nicer 
hotels. Comfort Inn was unsatisfactory, musty odors, etc.
Beartooth highway and mountains is the great American experience.
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Beartooth Highway has always amazed me. I have returned many times since my firs t visit in 1984. I hope 
it stays the same forever.
Beartooth highway is an awesome road. Love the scenic vistas and the beauty o f the high country! Need 
to  drive it more often.
Beartooth Highway is best route fo r Cody to  Mammoth Hot Springs, least traffic, great scenery. Cody is 
used to  restock the RV.
Beartooth Highway was beautiful but needs more signs (elevation, names, distance, maybe buried by 
snow?). Cooke City  Tense, unfriendly town. Felt like they just wanted to  get you in, take your money, 
move you out. Food was over $35. Gas 4.29 per gallon. 4.00 fo r a sticker. No incentive to  stay in Cooke 
over Yellowstone. Inside the park much cheaper. Gas was 4.09. Meals were cheaper and the friendliest 
staff we have ever encountered. Still very beautiful. Good luck!
Beartooth mountains are awesome, beautiful.
Beartooth Pass drive was very pretty drive. Late summer so tra ffic  was not much.
Beartooth Pass is awesome!
Beartooth Pass was a beautiful and exciting experience! Good luck w / your thesis!
Beartooth was a beautiful drive. We would recommend to  others.
Beautifu drive and one of the best experiences o f the trip.
Beautifu drive! Cody is a nice town. Great steak at the chop house.
Beautifu drive, but just passing through en route to  Yellowstone.
Beautifu drive. Parents had crossed Beartooth Pass 50 years ago. Spent 5 days visiting YNP.
Beautifu drive. W ill be back to  do some hikes in the future.
Beautifu from  N.C. Would love to  come again!
Beautifu Highway!
Beautifu Hwy also very beautiful chief Joseph Hwy and wonderful way to  bring us to  Cody.
Beautifu Montana/W yoming Byway!
Beautifu ride, too bad the smoke caused a haze which lessened the impact o f the view.
Beautifu scenery, wonderful experience. Spent 1 night in Billings and 2 nights in West Yellowstone.
Beautifu scenery.
Beautiful tr ip  over Monster Mountain was scary fo r me. I'm scared of heights! God s handiwork is 
awesome!
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Beautiful Trip!
Beautiful views! We enjoyed Red Lodge and wish tha t we could have spent more tim e there.
Beautiful way to  drive to  Yellowstone. Good luck on your thesis!
Beautiful way to  exit Yellowstone!
Beautiful! Awesome! Good luck on your Masters.
Beautiful, exciting drive, but AAA trip  tim e estimates are way off. Would be useful to  let them know!
Being retired I plan all my trips after most peoples  vacation time. (Summer months)
Best mountain scenery we have ever experienced. Please leave as is. We don t need another 4 lane 
highway through scenic America. Slow down and take it all in.
Best o f luck!
Best o f success to  you I
Best wishes fo r completion o f your Master s thesis Jake.
Best wishes on your great work!
Best wishes on your survey and thank you for the opportun ity to  drive the most beautiful  road I have 
ever traveled!
Best wishes w ith  your statistical analysis!
Between Red Lodge & Yellowstone it would be nice to  have road fu lly open.
Breathtaking drive. Please don t make it safer
Cabin owner in Cooke City.
Came from  Michigan to  Red Lodge. Came to  race in the Sept. 8th Yellowstone alpine Klymb. A 141 mile 
bike race over Beartooth and Chief Joseph Pass.
Came here again to  visit Cooke City and fo r the fishing/hiking in the whole area. Beartooth Highway is a 
bonus!
Camp sites and hotels are expensive.
Camped overnight at Keyser Brown Lake  Awesome!
Chief Joseph Hwy needs repair! The tar strips are extremely dangerous to  motorcycles  someone is going 
to  get hurt or killed if you don t repair it.
Conditions were smokey because o f fires so visibility was not as good as usual.
Congrats on your thesis! Keep going!
Cooke City does not seem welcoming to  visitors. It should be a destination fo r visitors to  Yellowstone. 
Good luck w ith  your master s degree.
Cooke City is the hidden gem of the Park area. Need to  promote better. No one has heard o f it!
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Did a day tr ip  from  Billings. Up Chief Joseph to  Cooke City then down to  Red Lodge over the Beartooth 
Highway.
Did my best even though we only visited Cooke City fo r one night. Then returned down to  Lamar Valley, 
so we didn t really f it  the questionnaire really. Though visiting Cody we came from Canyon Lodge.
Did not see summit sign. Add geologic ages o f rocks. We were traveling from  Bozeman, MT to  Ft. Collins, 
CO. Wanted to  travel a scenic highway rather than the interstates.
Didn t check all o f the boxes because some of them don t apply. I'm single so no family.
D ifficulty in finding out when Beartooth Highway was open after snow clearance. Better communication 
required.
Disappointed in number o f animals seen while on the Beartooth Hwy. Beautiful view from the top  and 
along the way, both sides.
Do not care fo r grizzly bear threat when camping. Get rid o f grizzly bears.
Don t ever change this road! I love the curves and turn just the way it is.
Don t let Montana kill wolves and Bison! W ild life is the #1 reason I visit the areas.
Don t vote fo r Obama! I wish I had purchased souvenir t shirts in Cooke City, as the prices, selection and 
quality were better than w ith in Yellowstone Park.
Drive across the Beartooth was a conjunction w ith  a visit to  Yellowstone. We bought breakfast in 
Gardiner and gasoline in the park. Our stops on Beartooth were to  recreate outside.
Drive was nice. Was just passing through and hope to  spend more tim e in area in future.
Drove through on our way from  Billings to  Yellowstone.
Enjoy seeing the w ild life  even when I'm not carrying a rifle.
Enjoyed Beartooth Highway. W ith snow on the mountains, it was very scenic (13 June, 2012).
Enjoyed photography at lakes.
Enjoyed the day tr ip  next we w ill be to  Cody and the Western museum.
Enjoyed the sights and animals along the Beartooth Hwy. This road was an afterthought in our plans to 
see Yellowstone. It was a d ifferent way to  head home.
Enjoyed very much. Very happy we included this destination in our vacation route.
Enjoyed visiting w ith  the young guy conducting the survey!
Every chance I get, I take guests up the pass. I live in Billings so aware of the guest community questions 
are not relevant.
Fall is the best tim e of the year to  enjoy the Beartooth Pass after Labor Day Weekend. A lot less traffic 
and cooler weather.
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Fantastic scenery, great animal watching opportunities, fascinating road construction.
Finances were taken care of by 58 year old father who was riding w ith. 2 nights backpacking at East 
Rosebud.
Finding roads narrow fo r RV travel, driver cannot relax at all. Would love to  travel the Beartooth Flwy and 
pass, but not in an RV! Signage In Western USA not helpful to  overseas tourists.
First tim e area w ithou t travel trailer, wanted to  travel new routes to  daughter in Driggs, ID.
First tim e In the mountains. It was great! Did not plan to  go this way. Glad we did.
Fishing trip  w ith  my 40 Yr. old son.
Friends from  Fishtail, MT recommended. We are from  NY State.
From Las Vegas, NV
From N.C. rented care especially fo r the ride due to  traveling in a m otor home.
From Virginia. This scenic byway was to ld to  us by a close friend. Took him fo r his word In fact 
recommended we start at the Northeast gate. We did every entrance to  park Beartooth tw ice and 
Beartooth scenic drive was more spectacular than Yellowstone. Will recommend to  all who come West.
Give Jake a passing grade.
Glad to  help w ith the survey. Good luck w ith the project.
Go Bobcats!
Go Grizzlies!
God and the engineers and builders did a good job.
Good luck - we appreciate this opportunity. Thanks fo r the great experience.
Good luck and hope you find what you re looking for.
Good luck fo r your master thesis from Germany I The Beartooth Flwy is described in our travel book!
Good luck from  the UK! Jake Jorgenson it was a pleasure to  meet!
Good luck Jake!
Good luck Jake!
Good luck on the survey and your thesis!
Good luck on your efforts to  get your degree.
Good luck on your Master s degree!
Good luck on your Masters degree. This area was amazing, loved It, even though parts were scary.
Good luck on your masters program.
Good luck on your Master s thesis!
Good luck on your master s thesis!
Good luck on your Masters!
Good luck on your project!
Good luck on your research.
Good luck on your research.
Good luck on your thesis!
42
' 
' 
' 
' 
Good luck on your thesis!
Good luck on your thesis!
Good luck on your thesis!
Good luck on your thesis! Thanks fo r caring!
Good luck on your thesis! W ill be checking the results!
Good luck on your thesis. Glad we could help!
Good luck using this Info.
Good luck w ith  paper.
Good luck w ith  your Masters degree!
Good luck w ith  your Masters degree!
Good luck w ith  your masters.
Good luck w ith  your project. I graduated from  Utah state In 1986 w ith  B.S. In Forestry.
Good luck w ith  your research project. Hopefully this will help you out.
Good luck w ith  your research!
Good luck w ith  your studies!
Good luck w ith  your survey and thesis! Say hi to  Wayne and the gang.
Good luck w ith  your survey. Go Griz!
Good luck w ith  your thesis
Good luck w ith  your thesis and your future!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Good luck w ith  your thesis! An additional part of our experience on the Beartooth Hwy was spent 
geocachIng, which wasn t on the form .
Good luck w ith  your thesis! It's worth It!
Good luck!
Good Luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good luck!
Good Luck!
Good luck!
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Good luck!
Good luck! Enjoyed the drive.
Good luck, hope this helps!
Good luck, Jake and ITRR. Very professional when greeting and explaining! We ll be back.
Good luck, Jake!
Good luck.
Good survey  should perhaps add more Don t Know  Or does not apply  selections.
Good Trip!
Gorgeous drive! We were here In late September and everything was wonderful!
Great area fo r road trip.
Great drive. Some views were hazy due to  smoke from  wildfires.
Great Road! Put elevation signs up along the road.
Great scenic road didn t have enough tim e to  visit towns and cities here.
Great survey. Good luck finishing your M.S.
Great tr ip  fo r early September.
Great trip !
Great trip !
Great tr ip ! Had a wonderful tim e! Beautiful country!
Great tr ip ! W ill return next year.
Great trip.
Grew up as a child going to  YNP via Cooke City from  Bridger, MT. Been to  YNP lOO's of times since a 
baby.
Grew up driving It!
Had a good ride on my motorcycle.
Had an awesome time. Will recommend to  everyone. Good luck w ith  your research.
Had my windshield broken In Yellowstone due to  careless road repairs, construction o f loose gravel over 
tar. Stones were flying everywhere. The Park could have prevented this by thinking In advance.
Happy we traveled Chief Joseph Scenic Byway, beautiful country even though we did not go up to  Red 
Lodge.
Harley Davidson Motorcycles are pretty annoying. Riders can be nice, but they are loud and kind o f scary.
Have been across 12 times on a motorcycle.
Have fun w ith  you Master s project!
Have fun, stay safe. Say hi to  your coworker, keep smiling, get a good job, pay s.s.
Have lived In general area all my life. 1st tim e on highway and w ill te ll others about tr ip  and w ill visit 
again fo r sure.
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Have seen Beartooth Pass w ritten  up In magazines. Highly rated, should Invite PBS or Nat Geo w ith 
direction to  make a documentary of the building and use o f the BTH 1 find it Interesting tha t the 
Swedish engineers designed the road. No where do you ask where the traveler is from , It might make a 
difference someone from  CO might be half as Impressed as someone from the East Coast.
Have tried  to  do the pass fo r 17 years and It's never been open fo r me. Was to ld in AM at Red Lodge. We 
bypassed via 298 a nice route, but still not open over the pass. Will try  to  make It before I die.
Have used the Beartooth fo r my whole life own cabin up there.
Haze from  fires detracted. Lack of animals also a disappointment.
Heck of a ridel!
Here on vacation from  Ireland fo r 2 weeks, flew  Into Denver fo r fly/drive. Very enjoyable experience. 
Best o f luck on your thesis.
Hope this helps but some of the questions seem Irrelevant.
Hope this helps in your schooling.
Husband loved the drive. Our second tim e through. Although his fingers cramped holding the wheels. 
Daughter wanted to  see Cody and agreed to  drive to  visit Red Lodge. Good luck on your paper.
am a Billings resident. I motorcycle the BTH 5 6 times a year; alone or w ith  other cyclists.
am a resident of Silver Gate July through October each year. I have been since 2001.
am an International traveler from  China w ith  my four friends. Beartooth Highway (212) is the most 
thrilling experience in our 7 day stay In Yellowstone and the nearby area.
am Australian!
am from  Japan, I don t understand the expression elbow room.
am here working, doing wetland ecological condition assessments.
did not expect such a mountainous drive, therefore I was a little  stressed and nervous to  get to  Bllllngs 
n time.
do believe tha t Montana would benefit by promoting w ild life  north o f Yellowstone and maybe have an 
area they can attach to  Yellowstone sightseeing.
enjoyed the survey! Good luck!
feel sorry fo r people who have not experienced the Beartooth Hwy grandeur.
had an athletic student staying at my home and thought he needed to  see the Beartooths before he 
went back to  Iowa. Need port pottles along the way.
had just one suggestion; we missed the tu rn o ff fo r Greenough Lake campground, no signage from 
highway.
have been on the Beartooth Highway previously and have enjoyed all parts o f the roads and cities. This 
particular tr ip  happened to  be a much shorter drive through.
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I have been traveling this area fo r close to  30 years, when Dead Indian Pass was rock and gravel. The key 
Issue fo r me now is having nice bathrooms and a sign as to  the next one might help.
I love driving Beartooth Pass on my motorcycle. I th ink It's one o f the top 10 motorcycle rides in America. 
However, this was not a motorcycle trip.
I love going to  Yellowstone Park and the Beartooth Highway is the most scenic. We have gone there at 
least 2 times a year since 1966.
I love the Beartooth Highway & when I die I te ll my w ife and kids to  sprinkle at least some of my ashes 
along the pass.
I love the mountains! The rodeo was great in Red Lodge!
I produced a housing conference in Cody fo r 4 days and then met friends to  do some camping and biking 
on the Beartooth and Chief Joseph Highways.
I ride my motorcycle on the Beartooth Highway fo r the scenery and to  appreciate the amazing resources 
we have as Americans. I bring my fam ily here to  vacation, as they love the paces and wonderful views. As 
an aside: do not discount the power of in ternet forums to  influence travelers  decision o travel on the 
Beartooth. (mctourer.com)
I saw the Beartooth Pass on the computer and fe lt It would make a good motorcycle ride from 
Minnesota. It did and I w ill be back!
I spent nothing in camping or hotels because I backcountry camped the whole time. It was the most 
awesome experience I have ever had.
I th ink tha t having m otor vehicles and bicycles on Beartooth Hwy is extremely dangerous.
I thoroughly enjoyed the Beartooth Highway especially after the crowds in Yellowstone! It was 
breathtaking in beauty and so grand, quiet and peaceful. I w ill return! And would like to  spend more tim e 
In Red Lodge and Cooke City. Do not advertise the Beartooth Highway!
I travel alone so it would be helpful fo r some o f the questions about fam ily to  have n/a.
I traveled the CHJ to  see the scenery. This was not so im portant on the western part of the Beartooth 
Highway because I had seen it before. At tha t point, the highway was merely a means to  get from  Point A 
to  Point B. I did enjoy the scenery a second time, but tha t was secondary. I primarily wanted to  see the 
scenery I hadn t seen before: Bighorn Canyon, Medicine Wheel, Chief Joseph Byway, Climb Mt. 
Washburne and hike to  Union Falls.
I wanted to  use the NE entrance to  see sight and wlldllfe. It was closed the year before.
I was disappointed w ith  the visibility because of the smoke from  the fires. A ranger to ld  us If we came at 
the end of May we would most likely not have the smoke to  deal w ith. We hope to  come again.
I was fam iliar w ith  Chief Joseph as I am a historian. The highway was a highlight of our trip , and I w ill 
recommend this passage.
I was In Red Lodge fo r a meeting. Everyone recommended the BTH, so I took It, even though It took me 
several hours out of my way home to  Kansas. I also loved the Big Horn pass
I was In the fun bicycle race on 9/8/12
I was moved to  tears by the sensational vistas of the Rocky Mountains along the Beartooth Pass.
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I was raised In Cody and now live In Billings. Was traveling by myself and have been on this highway and 
in Yellowstone numerous times.
I was really amused by the beauty and wonder of the Beartooth area.
I was thrilled to  see and photograph a mountain goat up close.
I was traveling alone, but I th ink families would enjoy the road. I was surprised to  find lodging in Cooke 
City. Would consider staying there in the future. Maybe should advertise more as an alternate to 
Jackson. Had a nice lunch at a small cafe in Cooke City. I enjoy the many non chain options. Good luck 
w ith  your thesis!
I went to  the top of the pass to  back country ski. Beautiful!
I w ill recommend this route to  anyone traveling to  the area. It was absolutely beautiful I
I w ill return to  travel the Beartooth Highway I am sure.
I wish someone would do a survey on Yellowstone. Yellowstone is overrun w ith  trash, stomped down 
grass, way too many people, and baby diapers. Find a way to  keep the Beartooth area pristine and 
uncrowded!
I would have liked more pullouts & unobtrusive Interpretive signs (the types o f vegetation, w ild life  that 
live there, tem perature extremes, history of construction, elevation, ect.) We had a map, but many may 
not have. A kiosk w ith  maps would be helpful.
I'd spend more tim e hiking If not fo r the grizzly bears.
If we did not have tim e constraints and young children we would have hiked more!
I'm a fu ll tlm e RVer. I wander wherever something sounds interesting.
I'm afraid this isn t helpful because we used to  live In the area so long. We love all this area has to  offer 
and bemoan the number of people who drive through  w ithou t appreciating the beauty.
I'm sure there are plenty o f opportunities to  do more than we did, just wasn t on our schedule. First tim e 
to  Cooke City, enjoyed It. 2nd tr ip  to  Red Lodge and Cody. Like both places.
I'm traveling through the US in 3 months. Beartooth Highway has been one of the absolute highlights! It's 
great!
In general, US country Is a very good example o f respect, nature, w ild environment, courtesy and friendly 
people approach. Thank you I
Income in combination o f working at what we love and investment Income. Day trip  from  Whitehall, MT 
through Yellowstone w ith fam ily visitors.
Intro le tter says random sample, assistant was attem pting to  wave everyone into survey, but only those 
stopping pulled o ff and once pulled off, only those willing to  participate stopped to  receive survey. 2 
components o f selectlon/partlclpatlon bias. Good Luck!!
Investing in guardrails on the BTH would be helpful.
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It Is always exciting to  see the skies, mountain goats. Just a beautiful drive.
It was a beautiful day trip . We try  to  do it every year since tha t we live in Columbus. Have brought many 
fam ily members here from  back East and Washington.
It was a beautiful drive  we are glad we took the tim e to  do this.
It was a gorgeous surprise  loved it and loved the Beartooth Cafe.
It was a lovely tr ip  in spite o f heavy smoke from Idaho fires. The Buffalo Bill Museums are fantastic and 
the mountains are exceptional.
It was an enjoyable road while we were on it, but our primary reason was it was the most logical 
connection from NE entrance to  Cody.
It was an unexpected adventure, did not know it would be like we saw. Our god is an awesome god!
It was beautiful need more cabins at lower rates! (prim itive would be fine).
It was beautiful, traveled from  Gardiner and the Chief Joseph Hwy. Really loved it. Did not go over the
Beartooth. Next tim e! Good luck Jake!
It was raining on the West entrance, foggy at Beartooth Pass. Clear on the east side. Visibility was low at 
the pass. Our travel was from  Hardin, MT to  Yellowstone.
It was very enjoyable to  see the Beartooth mountains. Family took me up there while I was on vacation.
It was very smoky on the top of Beartooth, but enjoyed our trip.
It would be nice to  see elevation levels or did I miss them? Beautiful ride, glad we did it.
It would make the drive more interesting if more signs giving elevation were in place (i.e. as in Yosemite 
and Death Valley and others). But wow! What an awesome drive, never forget the day we drove the 
Beartooth Highway!
It's a great highway. I always try  to  f it  it in my schedule since parts have been rebuilt. It is so nice it s too 
bad you end up at Yellowstone though.
It's always an interesting ride.
It's simply a beautiful place to  be and travel through.
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I've been here before and was on a road tr ip  w ith  my brother and I wanted him to  see It. He loved 
although he states tha t I d idn t stop enough.
I've been on winding roads tha t had no guardrails. This highway made me feel safer and the road was In 
excellent condition.
Jake Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Jake good luck w ith  your study! Nicely done!
Jake Jorgenson did a great job o f representing the University of Montana. Thanks to  him from an Alum  
Class o f '75.
Jake Jorgenson was a very personable young man, so happy to  help him.
Jake, good luck!
Just a weekend ski tr ip  from  Bozeman so many questions d idn t apply.
Just driving through on our way from  NC to  Alaska. Good luck dude!
Last tim e In Cooke City was 1974, while still a small town. It sure has gotten larger. Hoping to  drive 
through again next year.
Leave Cooke CIty/Sllver Gate alone! We go there because West Yell/Cody/Red Lodge/Jackson Is just like 
any tourist trap.
Live In Billings; travel the Beartooth/Chlef Joseph highway a couple o f times each year, because of the 
scenery.
Live In northwest Indiana. Been to  YNP 2 times and used the Beartooth Highway both times.
Looking forward to  riding the Beartooth Highway on a motorcycle next year w ith  other riders.
Lots of bikers and too loud engines. Kind of ruined some hiklng/plcnicklng. Too many mosquitoes!!
Love Beartooth Highway and Yellowstone Park.
Love BTH! Motorcycles are quite loud though. Take away from  experience, lots more could be done w ith 
Interpretive signs. (I.e. geology, rock slides, plants, building of the road).
Love nature! I am a nature photographer. Loved your place!
Love the Beartooth Highway and the area! Good luck w ith  your thesis!
Love the Beartooth Pass. Some like more pullouts and nice rest area near the top last tim e I was here.
Love the Beartooth Wilderness. Wish I had more tim e to  go on a long hike, but the drive gets you a good
view In lim ited time. Good luck on your master s thesis!
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Love the drive, beautiful!
Love th e  nature!
Love th e  park!
Love to  do It again only next tim e from  east to  west.
Loved It!
Loved It! Stayed In Billings w ith  son who moved there. Did visit Cody on another day. You have one o f the 
most beautiful states ever! Keep it tha t way!
Loved motorcycling the Beartooth. Stayed in Red Lodge 2 Nights. Ate in Cooke City.
Loved tha t there was no graffiti or rubbish lying around.
Loved the Beartooth Highway!
Loved the scenic roadway, God s awesome creation!
Made decision to  take Beartooth Hwy only day before based o ff recommendation by visitor center In 
Eastern MT. The route very much enhanced our road trip  across country.
Masters candidate we met quite polite, knowledgeable. We had a great tr ip  and w ill be back!
May God bless you and U.S.A. Beartooth Hwy Is the great scenic byway, travelling In the USA is the great 
thing. We feel wonderful.
Montana Is a beautiful state and I hope to  return in the future.
Montana Is a great place and just absolutely gorgeous.
More altitude markers.
More awesome than I remembered it.
More Informed interpretive signs; natural history, pioneer/explorer/ highway construction, native 
American history, geology, signs prohibiting trac to r/tra ile r traffic.
More scenic views w ith  parking.
More signage needed describing natural resources and indicating hiking trails and scenic viewpoints.
More signs at summit. Elevation and mt. names.
Most beautiful drive anywhere! More signage needed to  remind tourists not to  stop on the roadway, 
more turn outs needed! More Informative signage needed as to  formations and history!
Most beautiful highway to  ride a motorcycle! We ll be back.
Most likely once In a lifetime visit.
Most of our journey was on the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway from  Cody to  enter Yellowstone at Northeast 
Entrance. So only short distance on Beartooth. Answers reflect the short distance.
Most terrify ing drive ever. On the map It looked like a short drive to  Blllngs, It d idn t show all the switch 
backs.
Motorcycles are too loud! Way too loud!
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My answers are based on the 11 days we have been at Hunter PK ranch. We w ill be here fo r a to ta l o f 21 
days. We plan to  visit Yellowstone park both this next week.
My answers may be a bit skewed  especially the part about expenditures. My parents live in Cooke City 
in the summer so I visit a lot but don t spend much often times.
My fam ily and I have been driving the Beartooth Highway since 1941.
My fam ily and I have traveled the pass in the past and camped overnight.
My fam ily has owned cabins near the intersection of the BTH and Chief Joseph highway fo r 76 years. I 
vacation there almost yearly 1 week to  a month in the summer time.
My fam ily loves driving through the Beartooth Highway! We look forward to  it every year!
My grandpa lives in Cody, WY and my uncle lives in Jackson. My mom grew up in MT and WY. I have lived 
in NC my whole life. I try  to  visit my fam ily every 3 5 years.
My husband and I have always wanted to  visit Yellowstone. We have had a fantastic tim e and Beartooth 
pass was an unexpected but very exciting bonus.
My husband and I were celebrating our 38th anniversary. It was wonderful!
My husband, daughter and I loved the visit. We live in G illette Wyoming 39 years ago. We love the 
people and the wonderful views and wildlife. My husband has a Doctorate and gave a lecture at 
Redcreek Lodge. Thank you!
My husband s parents built a cabin on the Clark's Fork o f the Yellowstone in 1949, so he has been coming 
to  this country to  fish since he was 11 years old.
My main reason fo r traveling the Beartooth Hwy is to  reach the many trailheads fo r backpacking.
My second trip  and my w ife were along. My firs t tr ip  was in 2011 and by motorcycle and alone. Both 
trips were great.
My sister-in-law has a cabin in Silver Gate. We come up fa irly often to  spend tim e w ith  her and her 
husband is a good friend. I came alone this tim e to  spend tim e w ith the husband.
My w ife and I are Billings residents. We travel the Beartooth Highway several times yearly to  visually 
enjoy and photograph the area.
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My w ife and I drove from  Billings, MT. We stayed at Mammoth Hot Springs in Yellowstone. Then we 
drove to  Red Lodge and stayed fo r 3 days. Then drove back to  Billings fo r our plane back to  N.J.
My w ife w ill not ride in a car over the Beartooth.  I suggested ro ller skates.  This is a real problem.
Need ATV tra il - controlled and marked - o ff the top to  see and explore the top o f Beartooth Plateau. 
Some sort of fee ($10) to  help control and maintain. Huge group to  tap into.
Need better and cleaner pit to ile ts like the ones provided in YNP.
Need better spots to  pull o ff road and take pictures.
Need signs at pass!
Needs more guardrails! Maybe another bathroom /rest area.
Nice country and not too  crowded yet!
Nice place but being loved to  death.
Nice place to  visit...thinking about moving to  the area.
No services along the Joseph Highway.
No sign marking the top o f the Beartooth Pass. Well kept up highway.
No summit sign, which everyone wants to, have in the ir picture at the top of the Beartooth Highway.
Not applicable should be a rating! Nice to  see you doing thesis work!
Noticed some wash out on the road on a couple o f places. Otherwise did not th ink tw ice about safety. 
Beautiful and awesome. Will be back!
On June 28th, we leave to  go to  Glacier Nat'! Park area fo r 2 months.
On this tr ip  we were traveling from  Dead Indian Campground on the Chief Joseph HWY to  the Lamar 
Buffalo Ranch to  attend a weekend field seminar. I have tried to  answer the questions based on tha t trip  
and not our many other trips to  the Beartooth Highway which we find spectacular! We are campground 
hosts at Dead Indian Campground since 2009.
One of my favorite places in the W orld I
One of the best, most scenic, well constructed road I've been on. Thanks Wyoming.
One of the most scenic drives I have done.
Only 2 in vehicle, wonderful scenic drive. Good luck!
Our 3 families camp at Cooke City every Labor Day Weekend, four wheeling and great times. We just go 
fo r a drive over the Beartooth Hwy fo r the beautiful drive at least 2 to  3 times a year. W hat more could a 
person ask fo r!!!
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Our car GPS kept trying to  steer us away from  the Beartooth toward Billings. Glad we didn t. More guard 
rails and interpretive signs. High on the list of most beautiful places we have ever been.
Our celebration from  Ohio to  Alaska fo r our retirement.
Our experience on the Beartooth (1st tim e today) was relaxing and beautiful. We loved it.
Our honeymoon!
Our primary purpose was to  visit Yellowstone, 2 nights at the Yellowstone Inn.
Our primary reason fo r visiting was to  attend a wedding along the Chief Joseph Hwy.
Our visit to  MT centered around Glacier and billings and back. Beartooth and top loop in Yellowstone 
was a last day stop, but it was a highlight!
Ours was a weeklong backpacking trip . To get to  the trailhead we needed to  use the Beartooth Highway 
Partly a work trip : TV crew doing nature shots w / owls, mtn goats and bears.
Please do not encourage cell phone towers in this area. Most drivers are already oblivious to  everything 
but themselves. I can only imagine the mayhem if a tourist saw a deer and were on the ir cell phone at 
the same tim e. I've been a regular visitor fo r 25 years and a part tim e resident in Cooke City fo r 10 years. 
I love the area and plan to  retire here. Please help keep this area authentic! All the best and good luck 
w ith  your study.
Please let the highway department know we do not want the highway widened west o f Beartooth Lake. 
The highway should be managed fo r scenic beauty, not higher speed transportation. It should be 
managed like highways in Yellowstone.
Please more geologic history at the turnouts. My husband has attempted to  travel this road a number of 
times w ithou t success, snow or closed/rock slides. So fu lfillm ent o f tr ip  o f lifetim e fo r him. I'm still 
cleaning out my shorts.
Please pave the gravel pull outs on Beartooth Pass to  insure safety of motorcyclists and vehicles
Porta potty restroom in Cooke City was more than disgusting. When informed. Exon station employee 
said it would be emptied in 2 days. Lick! I
Pretty drive  would recommend it. Great breakfast in Cooke City!
Primary purpose of this tr ip  was a summit climb of Granite Peak in the Beartooth Absaroka Wilderness, 
and I traveled alone. This was my second traverse o f the Beartooth Hwy between Cooke City and Red 
Lodge.
Primary reason fo r traveling Beartooth it was a d ifferent route between Cody and the interstate on the 
way to  Yellowstone.
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Proposals have been made to  straighten and substantially widen the Beartooth Hwy. I am NOT In favor of 
doing so because the values, experiences, ect. would be substantially degraded and It would just be 
another road from point A  to  point B
Protect your Natural Parks and wildernesses.
Protecting and preserving the wilderness qualities o f the Beartooth Absaroka Wilderness and YP are 
Infinitely more Important than tourism In the gateway communities .
Purpose o f this tr ip  was w lld llfe  watching In Lamar Valley. We came from  W. Yellowstone and stayed the 
night In Cooke City.
Recently moved to  Montana fo r the recreation opportunities.
Recently retired.
Red Lodge Is a great town. Would love to  see It and ski It In the w inter. Loved the hike and the creek 
lodge. Some motels and businesses could help w ith  Internet advertising and PR.
Red Lodge Is very expensive, spendy hotels and shops, not super friendly. If It wasn t fo r the Beartooth 
Highway we wouldn t travel there.
Red Lodge seems to  me to  be extremely commercialized since we visited 15 years ago. Cody, very much 
more friendly Interested In people, not money.
Retired
Retired w idower traveling alone and working the summer In Grand Tetons.
Retired, but working In YNP. Yayll!
Retired, doing what we want. Original destination Is Glacier and going to  the sun road. Yellowstone home 
via the Beartooth.
Retired.
Retired.
Retired/from the U.K.
Retirement Income.
Route to  Glacier NP via Helena fo r us.
Scenery Is magnificent. Great buffalo experiences.
Scenic highway was a high point of our tr ip  thru Yellowstone and Grand Tetons! Only drove 3/4 of It and 
then turned back to  go back to  Yellowstone, ran out of tim e! Recommended sister-ln-law to  drive thru It! 
Cooke City has great visitor center! Good luck on your thesis!
See the photo collage!
Shocked at how many folks (w ith kids) get out of the ir cars against rules when a bear Is seen, but a tota lly 
glorious drive plus magnificent Teton Park
Sliver Gate Is a well kept and less trashed up town.
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Silver Gate was neat, but the cleanllness of the rooms, fo r the amount we paid, was very poor.
Smoke from  forest fires diminished the experience and the length of stay in area.
Snow stopped us this tr ip  (early June) but w on t when we visit again!
So excited we took fam ily advice to  take this route after Yellowstone! W ill highly recommend to  others! 
Good luck on your thesis!
Some of these categories need N/A or d idn t do  answers.
Sorry I am French and do not understand some o f the words such as more elbow room , 
crowded/uncrowded  or pullouts . Shops are closed till 10 on the morning. I would buy more if they 
were open at 8:30 or 9 am.
Sorry in the delay in returning this, but I hope it helps.
Sorry it s late, just got back home.
Sorry this is so late!
Sorry, but I th ink this is a poorly designed survey which contains a lo t o f redundancy. Looks like a typical 
government exercise.
Speed lim it is ridiculously high! Too fast!
Spent 2 nights wilderness camping in Sunlight Basin o ff the Chief Joseph Scenic Byway. Will return there 
again.
Spent night in Yellowstone, then headed to  Colorado. So Beartooth and Cody were our chosen path  
often viewing w ild life  in Lamar Valley.
Spent tim e in Yellowstone. Day tr ip  to  Red Lodge fo r photo ops. Left Yellowstone via Cody, went to 
Buffalo Bill Museum
Stayed in Silver Gate one night.
Stop commercializing the area. It is fine the way it is. I.e. trophy homes and tourist traps.
Survey wasn t printed on the inside pages (JAKE)
Take into consideration it was a gray, w et day and we still loved the ride! Although we didn t have them 
w ith  us (me and my husband and dog in car) we were on our way to  a m ini family reunion at Tetons, 
Yellowstone and Glacier. This ride was a means to  tha t end. Thank you fo r keeping it open! Sorry to  take 
so long filling this out, it got buried w ith  maps and stuff. Our tr ip  was great.
Thank you fo r keeping the MT Roads information online updated. That is where we looked fo r the 
Beartooth Pass! Thanks!
Thank you!
Thank you! I loved it! Probably the most beautiful drive in America!
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Thanks fo r doing research, good luck and hopefully you research w ill encourage continued funding o f the 
highway!
The amount and availability of hike able/car aided backcountry/slde country skiing Is fantastic great 
spring skiing! 1 w ill be back yearly!
The Beartooth Highway is an awesome scenic highway. It was my second tim e on the highway. My 
husband and 1 waited to  share the experience w ith  our sister in law who had never traveled it before. 
She was amazed!
The Beartooth Highway is w orth going out of one s way to  experience.
The Beartooth Highway needs to  be widened. Some of the turns are too  tigh t fo r larger vehicles. Another 
bathroom area would be nice.
The Beartooth Highway was awesome! Thoroughly enjoyed the drive and will recommend to  others! 
Drove from  West Yellowstone on our way to  Wisconsin.
The Beartooth Parkway and this region o f Wyoming and Montana make me proud to  be an American 
citizen. It Is a national treasure. Keep up the good work you do, especially fo r our fu ture  generations.
The Beartooth Pass is the most beautiful we have seen in Europe and USA. Keep it tha t way.
The Beartooth Pass was fabulous.
The best In using the inform ation to  complete your Master s thesis! The Beartooth Highway Is great!
The day we traveled the Beartooth Highway, 1 was designated driver fo r my parents. We only traveled a 
very short distance on tha t highway before we were stopped and given this survey. My parents plan the ir 
trips and my sister and 1 drove fo r them. Sorry If 1 wasn t much help.
The Harley Davidson motorcycles should be banned from  Yellowstone National Park. Cody is overrun 
w ith  them.
The highway needs more reuse containers. We have traveled this area fo r 20 years. In the past, there 
were reuse containers, now there are none.
The main reason fo r traveling along the Beartooth Highway was to  see the towns of Cooke City and Silver 
Gate and to  see how the forest recovered after the 1988 fires.
The maintenance of the Beartooth Highway Is amazingly good! 1 can t imagine how much work It 
demands.
The more people you meet the better you understand the ir likes and dislikes. You need to  design and 
setup 5 question surveys tha t can be done orally. Then you can watch facial expression w ith answers. 
Agree answer may not be what the facial expression says. Reward them w ith  a beartooth patch or 
symbol.
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The one thing tha t caught my attention was the questions about interpretive signs. I would like to  see 
geologlcal Info and ecological info available fo r public education.
The purpose of my excursion on the Beartooth Hwy was to  complete my visit to  the 3 4 Yellowstone Park 
Entrances. I stayed overnight at each of the others (West Yellowstone and Gardiner) but if I had known 
more about the park and distances I would have stayed 1 night in Cooke.
The road from  Cody to  Cody was easy to  navigate and in extremely good condition. No stress, a very 
good trip.
The RVs and trucks often were too wide and extended left of center. This was dangerous and might be a 
reason I would skip the Beartooth Hwy In the future.
The survey students were friendly I I hope the thesis goes well I
There should be more notice o f pullouts and mileage signs on the highway.
This area Is awesome; I loved to  drive on the Beartooth Hwy and I w ill visit Yellowstone. Wild, Impressive, 
to  be respected :)
This entrance to  the park was recommended fo r w ild life  viewing and was convenient to  our travel plans. 
While the pass Is breathtaklngly beautiful, my discomfort w ith  heights made me feel uncomfortable.
This highway and cities (Cooke and Red Lodge) have been the best tim e of my 2 week trip . Keep It 
somewhat secret! It would be very disappointing If It got too crowded or too  organized like a park.
This highway is a national treasure and should be preserved fo r generations to  come. Thank you.
This is my 52nd year coming to  the Beartooth area. My extended fam ily has been coming here since the 
1950 s.
This Is something everyone should experience in the ir life. Roads need shoulders!
This Is the best scenic highway of my trip.
This part was Included in a tr ip  on West American during the month.
This really doesn t apply to  us.
This was a day trip . I am from Bllllngs as was my friend.
This was a side trip from  Yellowstone, did not drive the entire highway due to  smoke. Ate In Cooke City.
This was a spectacular drive! Only disappointment was the lack o f signage. Any signs would have been 
helpful, mile markers, mileage to  Cooke City, elevation, identification of passes, as well as Interpretive 
signs. A simple map showing the various turnouts, rest areas, picnic areas. It would also have been a nice 
addition.
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This was a wonderful experience. We are from  the East Coast and enjoyed your beautiful area!
This was both husband and wife s Input.
This was one of the coolest trips I have ever been on. Absolutely beautiful and relaxing!
This was one of the most beautiful drives I have done across country. Good luck on your thesis!
This was our 3rd tr ip  In Yellowstone. We stayed In one of your campgrounds last year and at the west 
entrance In ID 2 years ago. We love It.
This was our firs t tim e to  Beartooth Pass and enjoyed It more than Glacier National Park. We will 
defin ite ly te ll friends and when possible, visit this area again! Unfortunately It's a long way from  Texas!
Too much construction delays.
Too smoky due to  fires to  answer many questions accurately.
Took a day tr ip  from  Gardiner to  Cooke City to  see the park and have lunch. Have enjoyed the areas 
covered by the survey many times.
Tourism of local folks should be encouraged more. It amazes me how few people that are locals actually 
tou r the park when lots o f folks from all over the world come to  see It. I know a lot o f people from  home 
tha t never go there. W hat a shame!
Trails along the BTH could be better Indicated. Put signs along the highway w ith  Information about 
elevation when you re at the summit.
Travel from  Cody to  Red Lodge on Chief Joseph and Beartooth Highway under blue skies and sunshine 
then returned a few hours later from  Red Lodge to  Cooke City and Yellowstone experiencing rain sleet 
and light snow. We had a great time. W hat a variety and great experience. Can t wait to  do It again.
Traveled Beartooth many times. Stayed In Red Lodge and Cody numerous trips. Usually stop In Cooke 
City, but got a late start this time. Have recommended to  many friends over the years.
Traveled cross country from San Francisco, CA to  Richmond, VA and back via car fo r pleasure, enjoyment 
and to  see the historical sites.
Traveled the Beartooth on motorcycles In heavy rain turning to  snow.
Traveling through stumbled upon this road has been a highlight of our trip.
Unprecedented beauty. Red Lodge  very nice, welcoming and friendly. Cooke City  not so much. A little  
too  rural/rem ote.
Very beautifu l!!!
Very enjoyable trip, beautiful country, relaxing.
Very enjoyable, would do It again In a heartbeat!
Very nice trip !
Visibility around Beartooth Highway was low due to  smoke.
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Visiting fam ily in Roscoe, MT.
Visiting the Beartooths is a near religious experience to  me.
Vista point needs more interpretive signs tha t show names of the mountain peaks from  there.
W ant to  return when air is crisp and clear.
Wanted to  re-visit Red Lodge because my husband grew up there. We also drove the Chief Joseph - Great 
road! We love the Beartooth Hwy/plateau/surrounding area and w ill be back from  California again.
Was a surprising experience, firs t tim e on tha t road. Will be back someday fo r a longer visit.
Was awesome!
Was not on Beartooth Highway very far. Rode to  Cooke City w ith  brother and sister-in-law just to  see 
what it looked like. Someone my brother worked w ith  was really impressed.
Was taking a fam ily from  Dubai, India on a tou r of the parks.
Wasn t expecting the climb up but can t wait to  experience it all over again!
We (my friend) traveled this route because we knew it was a #1 scenic route. We would like to 
encourage better signage, both altitude and top o f the pass.
We actually went on the Chief Joseph Road firs t before getting to  Beartooth Hwy. It was extremely 
picturesque so not on hwy fo r very long! Sorry! Maybe next tim e!
We also drove to  Powell, Wy and spent $22.30 between 2 d ifferent retail stores outside o f Cody. We 
could have stayed longer and then we would have tim e to  go to  the museum in Cody, WY.
We appreciated tha t campgrounds were open on the Beartooth in late September. We looked for 
w ildlife, but all we saw were cows. Saw w ild life  in Yellowstone.
We are both retired and have been coming to  this area fo r over 20 years. Love it! Stay in cabin w ith 
friends above Cooke City.
We are from  Missoula. We drove to  RL over the Beartooth camped at PCCG (after stopping in CC) Drove 
over the GSB to  Cody, spent the night, went to  the rodeo, then came through the east entrance at YNP, 
out to  Mammoth, spent the night at Bozeman and back to  Missoula.
We are Montana residents who drive the Beartooth once a year, usually in conjunction w ith  touring 
Yellowstone N.P. We avoid Cooke City because it s a sh*thole.
We are retired and income reflects current income and retirem ent
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We are retired as the decompress  type questions really don t apply.
We are retired so don t need to  get away.  Good luck w ith  your study!
We are staying In an RV near West Yellowstone and this was a day trip  to  the BTH. We w ill visit the area 
again and stay on the east side of Yellowstone.
We are traveling from  Ottawa, Canada to  Seattle, WA mainly visiting National Parks.
We brought our elderly neighbor who had never been on the Hwy. She says it was one of my best days.
We came from  Bllllngs and stayed in West. The Beartooth Highway was a deliberate travel route, 
because o f its beauty rather than going through Gardiner.
We came on our tr ip  from  Yellowstone to  Cody was a very nice road. Because the guy was so friendly we 
fill this form  I
We camped at Fantan Lake 3 nights. Fly fished Fantan, Crystal, Sawtooth, Cliff and Chain lakes. 
W onderful experience.
We come from Bozeman every year to  camp and ski. We love It at Red Lodge!
We could definitely see a difference in signage and railings, good or excellent In Montana, not well In 
Wyoming. There were some areas in Wyoming tha t 1 did not feel safe due to  lack o f railings.
We decided to  stay in Red Lodge and Cody to  help us explore d ifferent parts o f the Yellowstone National 
Park. In the process of travelling from  the park to  Red Lodge, we drove on the Beartooth Hwy and really 
enjoyed the experience. Red Lodge was also very nice. We didn t get a chance to  really experience Cody.
We did not appreciate basically being forced  to  pull o ff the road and take the in person survey. We had 
2 small children w ith  us and every minute counts! Let It be known who is conducting the survey and tha t 
It is optional.
We did not go through Cody on the way to  Yellowstone. Exited Yellowstone through Cody. We live east 
of YNP. Entered park through Cooke City.
We did see very little  w lld llfe  or w ild life  signs In the backcountry o f the Beartooth Plateau. Birding was 
good though.
We discovered more things than we expected. More history on the Chief Joseph Highway. Greatly 
enjoyed the whole area and looking forward to  a return tr ip  and fo llow  the entire Beartooth Hwy.
We drove from  West Yellowstone to  Red Lodge, then home to  Casper, WY. We spend a lot o f tim e In 
these areas.
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We enjoyed our visit to  this area. We ve been before and hope to  return many times.
We enjoyed the experience a lot!
We enjoyed this part of our vacation immensely. The beauty of this area is inspiring and relaxing.
We frequently drive the pass. Sometimes ski, sometimes sled. Always take visitors over the pass.
We go to  our cabin this way if it is the sunlight basin and this is the shortest way. The tra ffic  doesn t 
know to  pull over when there are a lot of cars follow ing if when it is slow.
We had an awesome tim e! Beautiful highway!
We had car trouble in Yellowstone and we drove this hwy to  get our car fixed in Cody. We didn t know 
about this Hwy before.
We had hoped to  take a day tr ip  to  Cody from  Gardiner, but we didn t start early enough. Still, it was a 
beautiful drive.
We have a second home in Red Lodge where we spend about 4 months a year. We travel the Beartooth 
4 or 5 times during this time. We always take our visitors over the Beartooth into Cooke City. This tr ip  we 
were disappointed because it started to  rain so we turned around at the Wy border and came back.
We have a son, daughter-in-law and 3 grand-children in Red Lodge as well as a get-away fam ily cabin. We 
visit 3 4 times a year. We also have had fam ily reunions w ith  over 4 children and the ir children. We have 
also taken a number of our friends w ith  us to  share the Red Lodge/Yellowstone experience.
We have been coming to  this area fo r 20 years. Camping fo r the firs t 10, and then buying a cabin in Silver 
Gate fo r the last 10.
We have been coming to  this area on vacation for over 30 years. When we were younger we hiked, 
fished and camped in many o f these areas. So, now we just enjoy the views and experiences along the 
way.
We have been married fo r 46 years. We go to  black hills and Yellowstone. We went about 10 times 
before we heard o f Beartooth Pass. Red Lodge needs to  advertise more. Beartooth pass is great needs 
more advertisement. The young student Jake was very polite. A great place!
We have been over the Beartooth many times. The most beautiful road I have seen. Was disappointed 
due to  being smoky. Reduced long range visibility.
We have lived in the area fo r most o f our life. We are retired and are now able to  spend longer tim e out 
here. Beartooth Highway coming from  Red Lodge is fine; at the summit hwy border to  top of the world 
store is too narrow.
We have spent many years away from  MT. overseas and on the East Coast. We have retired to  MT and 
BTH is sort of a home base fo r us.
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We have traveled up and down the Beartooth Highway since 1974. We try  to  do It at least once a year 
just to  enjoy the tr ip  and enjoy the scenery.
We have visited other mountainous areas o f the US, i.e. CO and the signs stating what elevation we were 
at. Saw while we were at In the higher elevations where snow was present and It would have been 
interesting to  know the elevation.
We like to  explore the opens paces of the West since we are from  the East Coast.
We live In Billings, MT and are Montana Natives (MSU graduate) have been traveling into Yellowstone 
Nat l Park (thru all entrances hundreds of times. It Is one o f our favorite places on earth and the 
excitement level has never diminished, not once! We love the outdoors, w ild life  & nature.
We live in Billings; visit the highway as often as possible. Access to  lakes, trails and YNP has taken us to 
the highway many times in the 18 months we ve lived In Billings. Very lucky to  live near It!
We live In Bozeman so travel the Beartooth frequently  to  Cooke City/Silver Gate at least monthly.
Cooke City to  pass/top of the world several times a summer, to  Cody a few times a summer, from 
Bozeman to  Red Lodge to  Cooke City 1 2 times a year.
We live near Bllllngs and like to  make this tr ip  at least once a year to  stay connected to  the mountains.
We love and value our tim e in Montana and Wyoming.
We love driving the Beartooth always!
We love Yellowstone!
We loved all of Yellowstone and cannot wait to  return again!
We moved to  Bllllngs, MT from  Oklahoma 2 years ago and we find Montana to  be magnificent. We have 
hiked; fly  fished, hiked and skied near Red Lodge numerous times. We love Red Lodge, Yellowstone, 
Glacier NP, Bozeman area.
We only drove over the Beartooth because It was between us and Yellowstone. It was too scary to  cross 
fo r any other reason. Our GPS made us. Husband/driver loved It.
We picnicked In Red Lodge side campgrounds and toured camp areas.
We predominately spend tim e at Pebble Creek in YNP. We also have friends who own cabins in Silver 
Gate and spend tim e w ith  them.
We really enjoyed the drive. Parts of It reminded us of New Zealand. It was really scenic.
We spend summers at the RV park near Emigrant and enjoy making several day trips to  the Beartooth 
area every summer.
We stayed 5 nights in West Yellowstone, traveled to  each park entrance. Wanted to  see Cody and Chief 
Joseph Scenic Byway reentered park at Silver Gate.
We stayed at friend s cabin in Silver Gate so most o f our tim e was spent between Lily Lake and Trout 
Lake In Yellowstone. We didn t travel over the pass but have in the past. We returned home via Gardiner.
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We stayed in the Cody valley rather than Cody. My answers reflect the ranch where we stayed.
We take this tr ip  2-3 times a year and love this route home.
We took a tr ip  a few  years ago and used the Chief Joseph Hwy, Decided to  drive Beartooth the next tim e 
we were here. Moon Handbook Montana gives a great recommendation and description of the Highway.
We took an extra amount of tim e crossing over the Beartooth Pass because of all the spots to  pull over 
to  view the awesome scenery!
We took Chief Joseph to  Cody instead of Pass to  Red Lodge due to  anxiety over narrow shoulders and 
drop offs.
We travel the Beartooth because it is a lovely drive and goes right to  Red Lodge, our destination o f this 
trip . We did stay 2 nights in Gardiner too.
We travel this area often and enjoy the surrounding areas. We travel to  Red Lodge many times a year 
and often eat there.
We travel this area on our motorcycle often and always enjoy. We th ink everyone goes way above to 
provide a great experience. Only good to  report. Thank you.
We traveled Chief Joseph and some Beartooth Pass.
We traveled from  Cooke City to  Cody instead of Red Lodge because out tr ip  had been cut short 
unexpectedly by one day. Very much wanted to  do Beartooth Pass. Two years ago while on motorcycle 
could not pass due to  snow in late June.
We traveled over Beartooth Pass 26 years ago w ith  our sons and enjoyed it then. We included it in this 
tr ip  and enjoyed the ride again.
We used the Crazy Creek campground as a base fo r visiting the Lamar Valley. We left the park via the 
East entrance to  Cody. In previous trips we drove the Beartooth from  Red Lodge to  the park. Both were 
wonderful drives.
We visit Red Lodge annually and are from  Nebraska. We travel the Beartooth Highway about every other 
year! Good Luck and God bless!
We visit Yellowstone every year or so. Visited Cody 2 weeks ago and we visited Red Lodge last weekend. 
We have been here since July 14th and we w ill leave Billings September 20th.
We went fo r our anniversary get away. We w ill be back! One day was not enough. Signs announcing 
waterfall hikes/trails would be nice.
We went to  a wedding at the Lake Lodge in Yellowstone.
We were disappointed Red Lodge businesses closed so early 5 6 pm on a Friday night. No tim e to  look 
around.
We were given this route by AAA w ithou t knowing what to  expect. Since I am terrified o f heights, I did 
not enjoy this route. My husband enjoyed it, but did admit the driving was very intense fo r him.
We were on our way back to  Tetons as our 3 week trip  was complete. The NE entrance of Yellowstone 
was the last area of Yellowstone tha t we wanted our grandson to  see.
We were only on Beartooth Highway fo r a short amount o f time, just to  get to  Chief Joseph Scenic Byway 
on the way to  Sheridan, WY.; ultimately Mt. Rushmore, SD.
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We were only on It fo r a short stretch, turning onto 296 and heading to  Cody.
We were sorry tha t there was a smoke haze. It reduced visibility, but did not hamper the grandeur. Loved 
It!
We were staying In Yellowstone and decided to  drive east to  explore. We stopped In Sliver Gate to  get 
some coffee and then were recommended this ride. It was great!
We were traveling east on Highway 90 and came Into Yellowstone on Highway 89. Departed the park at 
the Northeast entrance on the same day.
We weren t aware the Beartooth Hwy existed. We wanted to  get to  Yellowstone ASAP. Good luck w ith 
your thesis.
We w ill be back w ith others! Definitely w ill take those who visit In the summer!
We w ill be spending 3 days In Sliver Gate next May. Road Is usually closed when we are here In Spring. If 
open, I would love to  go over to  Red Lodge.
We wished we would have had the chance to  spend more tim e In Red Lodge. It looked very appealing to  
us!
W ent looking fo r moose.
W e re from  Ml, flew  to  Bllllngs, rented a car and headed to  Yellowstone. We didn t do enough research 
ahead o f tim e to  learn of the Beartooth Highway, so It was a wonderful surprise. Absolutely beautiful! 
and my husband loves to  drive, he was In heaven!
We ve rented a small 1 room cabin In Red Lodge fo r the last 3 summers.
W hat a fine tim e! Divine!
W hat Is the elevation on the top of Beartooth Pass?
When I stay fo r 1-2 weeks In Yellowstone I try  to  get up to  the Beartooth Pass at least one day.
When we drove the highway It was very hazy from  the fires. I would like to  come back when It Is clearer 
as the views would be more Impressive. This tr ip  our major destination was Yellowstone, but I would like 
to  come back and spend more tim e In the Beartooths.
When we get out o f state visitors we always go to  Yellowstone over the pass.
When we visit National parks, I try  to  avoid crowds. One way to  do this Is to  skip staying Inside the parks 
and skip staying In the firs t city outside o f the parks. I try  to  stay one tow n fu rthe r down the road. It's 
cheaper and less crowded.
WIN definitely return to  the area this was our firs t tim e to  the area. We do travel extensively just not 
here until now. We w ill be back!
W olf watcher spends growth In and around park.
W onderful 1st tr ip  to  Montana! We w ill be back!
W onderful experience! Can t w ait to  visit again.
W onderful!
W rong tim e of year to  visit Yellowstone. Way too crowded! Next I'ii go In May/June or Sept/Oct.
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You should reduce your list significantly! It discourages us to  send! Success!
Your survey at the lookout point was well organized w ithou t being intrusive or interrupting our 
enjoyment. Thank you I Good luck w ith  your project.
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Appendix C -  Place of Residency (State and Canada/Foreign 
Country)
Montana 730 15.3
Minnesota 228 4.8
California 199 4.2
Washington 180 3.8
Wyoming 151 3.2
Colorado 149 3.1
Texas 139 2.9
Wisconsin 136 2.8
Utah 118 2.5
Idaho 117 2.5
Florida
109 2.3
Michigan 105 2.2
Illinois 99 2.1
Pennsylvania 93 1.9
Ohio
87 1.8
Iowa 82 1.7
Missouri 81 1.7
North Dakota 76 1.6
Tennessee 62 1.3
North Carolina 61 1.3
Indiana 57 1.2
Arizona 54 1.1
Oregon 54 1.1
Georgia 52 1.1
New York 51 1.1
South Dakota 48 1.0
Virginia 48 1.0
Nebraska 47 1.0
Massachusetts 40 .8
New Jersey 39 .8
Kentucky 37 .8
Oklahoma 33 .7
Nevada 31 .6
Louisiana 29 .6
Arkansas 28 .6
Kansas 27 .6
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Maryland 27 .6
Alabama 24 .5
Connecticut 23 .5
Maine 17 .4
South Carolina 17 .4
New Mexico 14 .3
New Hampshire 11 .2
West Virginia 11 .2
Vermont 10 .2
Alaska 9 .2
D.C. 9 .2
Mississippi 6 .1
Delaware 3 .1
Hawaii 3 .1
Canada 159 3.4
England 54 1.1
Germany 35 .7
Netherlands 25 .5
Australia 24 .5
France 17 .4
Switzerland 16 .3
Belgium 10 .2
China 9 .2
Sweden 7 .1
New Zealand 5 .1
Ireland 4 .1
Spain 4 .1
Austria 3 .1
Holland 3 .1
Scotland 3 .1
Denmark 2 .0
Japan 2 .0
Taiwan 2 .0
Bermuda 1 .0
Chile 1 .0
Cyprus 1 .0
Czech 1 .0
Republic
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Israel 1 .0
Korea 1 .0
Latvia 1 .0
Mexico 1 .0
Slovenia 1 .0
Slovakia 1 .0
South Africa 1 .0
Alberta 51 1.1
British 28 .6
Columbia
Manitoba 16 .3
Prince Edward 1 .0
Island
Quebec 16 .3
Saskatchewan 17 .4
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